Maasai Nouns and tones
Hilda Koopman. UCLA
1999-2000

This document presents in table format the nouns found in Tucker and Mpaayei (1955), and
present some statistical information.

Section 1 presents the tonal classification of Tucker and Mpaayei, and gives a rough analysis.
Section 2 presents the statistical information of the distribution of tonal classes presented in the
table in section 3.

Section 3 presents the roughly 500 nouns that the dictionary of Tucker and Mpaayei in tables,
with information about singular and plural morphology and tones on
nominative/accusative/singular and plural.

No attempt has been made to systematize the data gathered on Kisongo Maasai, the language we
worked on in fieldmethods. For many of our nouns we do not have complete information (most
often we have singular and plural accusatives, or singular accusative and nominatives). Most data
seem to follow Tucker and Mpaayei; some of the subclasses (1f for example) seems to be lacking.

Section 1:

Maasai nouns belong to four tonal classes (based on accusative/nominative tones).
Tonal class 1: Acc: h * (h) Nom:1 h

Nominatives have an invariant L H pattern with H attaching to final syllable;
Accusatives are more variable. All have initial high tones; there is some variation on
penultimate and final syllable. (some have a h hl pattern).

la. Acc:hhh Nom:11h (final h) (mostly open, some closed syllables;
(also closed syllable in 1a: but hh: olkekun (river)
1b Acc: h hl Nom:1 h (singulars with closed syllables;
plurals: ok, an, en, an and collective plurals)
, €Mpoor)
NB: this class has exactly two syllables in CaseP; looks like accusative is: h hl on penultimate
and final syllable. (just like class 1c), which has more syllables.

Ic. Acc:ch*h1l Nom !l h

h hl
o6 (o) [o0o]

1d. Acc: hm Nom: 1 h (This is our final h alternating with 1)
(acc: hhh)

le. Nominalizations ani, oni, otot, ore, to, re)

acc: hhhh11 nom:Illh Il (with nominalizations (dreamer)
(case marked elements precedes N morpheme ani/oni.)

This is a variation of class 1a; the suffix here is outside the Case domain.

1f: compounds: with specific morphemes
hhh (1h) nom: 11h



Tonal class 2:
e Nominative always has a h 1 (I) surface pattern.
e Accusative patterns: Final H on penultimate or final syllable;
variation on initial syllables;

h
1 h L (high on penultimate)
1 H (high on final syllable)

2a: acc: hhh Nom hl(])
2b: acc: I* h1 Nom: hl
(I wonder if this hl in accusative shows up high in non-final position)

2c. acc: | h Nom: hl

tonal class 3.
Nominative (3a) :
h h 1 #surface pattern. h hl on bisyllable ending in: in, wa, ran, ngoi, la, nyi, ki, pi
hh [ on trisyllabic: uki api, oli ongi
Accusative varies:
3a.. h1(D) nom: h hl

(3b: agentive nominals) [ hll nom: hhhh

3.b. agentive nominals (check final nonfinal) (look at data)
(starting from a)..lhll.. nom (hhhhh)
olariponi (guard)

3c.11h nom: hhh
3d. (2 highs..) 1h nom: h 1

3e. more than one high.. (Iooks like you simply add a H[ for nominative) Always initial H, H does
not spread, other tones remain unchanged:.
acc: 1 hl nom h hl
I1hl nom: hlhl
lhhhl nom hlhhl

11h nom: hllh

3f. (genitive plural agreement )
acc: lh
nom: h1l

Tonal class iv: no change:
accusative is H(h)L; nominative is H L



Preliminary analysis.
o Case is a morphosyntactic category (projecting CaseP), the expression of Case are tones.
There are several allomorphs of the tones that coocur with different Ns (i.e. these are
tonal classes). Some tones are prefixes, some suffixes, some both

o Nouns themselves are in general toneless
o H (spreading high)
o HL (non spreading high, yield hl (I) surface pattern
o associate from left to right
o last tone spreads within domain (CaseP)
accusative nominative
Class 1 H# L# #H
Class 2 (D L#H #HL HL#
Class 3 (L)+/-initial H on H#
Nstem #HL
Class 4 #HL HL#

o Nsin class 2 are grouped together because of the way they form nominative. I suspect
there are more singular accusative classes. (the distinction between class 2 and class 3
singulars is not always clear; they classified according to the form of the nominative. I
think that the classification should be rethought...

o Itis probably useful to further decompose the tonal system in tones (h/l) and stress: a
high tone on a stressed syllable = hl) etc.)

Some statistics.
The tables below give some statistics about the data presented in section 3. (distribution of
nouns per tonal class, and per singular and plural association.)
The tables are presented from most general to more specific.
Total N per class
allNs sg/pl

singular 1 189 (159)38%

singular 2 139 (112)27%

singular 3 158 (123)30%

singular 4 26 (22) 5%
512 416

o areasonable equal distribution for 1, 2 and 3. Few members in 4.

Percentage of singular Ns only (mass nouns, pronouns, nominalizations):

singular 1 30 (16%)
2 27 (19%)
3 35 (22%)
4 4 (15%)

Singular and plural tonal classes
o Nouns in Maasai can have singulars in one class and plural in another class. This is
strongly reminiscent of noun classes: however, if there is an underlying noun class
system in Maasai, it is non-transparent.



Same singular and plural class:

singular 1 plural 1 52/159 32%
2 2 67/112 60%
3 3 73/123 60%
4 4 6/ 22 27%

Singular and plural pairings

pairings 1-2 or 2-1

singular 1 2 52/159 32%
2 1 10/112 9%

1-3 or 3-1

Total: 1 3 35/159 22%
3 1 6/123 12%

1-4 or 4-1
1 20/159 13%
4 1 5/22 23%
2 3 32/112 28%
3 2 37/123 30%
2 4 3/112 3%
4 2 1/22 5%
3 4 14/22 63%
4 3 10/112 9%

Tonal class 1 is not frequent as a plural pattern. 52 of the 73 cases are class 1 in singular.
73(-52)/411(-52) =18%)
If we substract these, then there is only 4% class 1 in the plural 21/469 =4%)

Singular: Tonal class 1

singular 1 _ 30
singular 1(a) plural 1 52
singlar 1(a) plural 2a 5
1 2b 3
1 2c 44
1 2 52
la 3a 16
1d/e 3d 5
la/e 3e 14
Total: 1 3 35
1b 4a 1
la 4b 1
la 4c 9
la 4d 9
1 4 20




Total 159
singular 1 (+30)=
189
Singular Tonal class 2
singular 2 _ 27
singular 2 plural 1 10
singlar plural 2a 1
2a/b/c 2b 30
2c 35
) ) 67
3a 5
3d 2
3e 25
Total: 3 32
4a
4b
4c 3
4d
4 3
Total 112
singular 2 (+27)=
139
Singular Tonal class 3:
singular 3 P 35
singular plural 1 6
singlar plural 2a 37
2b
2c
3 2 37
3a 17
3b
3c 4
3d 18
3e 32
3f/g 2
Total: 3 3 73
4a
4b
4c 1
3a 4d 12
3 4 13
Total 123
singular 3 (+35)=
158




Singular tonal class 4.

singular 4 _ 4
singular plural 1 5
singlar plural 2a
2b
2c 1
4 2 1
3a 7
3d 1
3e 2
Total: 4 3 10
4a
4b
4c
4d
4 4 6
Total 22 (+4)=
singular 4 26




Tables
CLASS 1

Tucker and Mpaayei tonal classes (from dictionary); beware of transcription (not always

consistent, sometimes our conventions sometimes T&Mp) Also final tones do not always print.

Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L. H la

in kolak la urine

e 181ér6 la youth young
folf

en jiata la sifting (nom)

en Kirit6té a la surpise, fight

en kuetata la running

akGét

ména la father

e m6doo la blindness

nans la I, me

& nayaroré ore | le wrestling (from
V)

€ porrata la effort (a pdk)

€ Daroré la hunting

ol 6ilolé la bustle, business

ol porda la meat preserved
in fat

2 ramdtéi éi | le cattle
lmanagement,
cattle culture

e ri kore lc leading
(gerund)

e rriporeé ore | le guarding
(gerund)

e rrip6té la guarding,
protection

€ sdyata la entreaty,
marriage
request (nom)

€ sapuko la bigness, size

fomata la top, heaven,
above

o siadi la anus

€ stlare le scandal

e $nkureid le guile

! from aramat “to tend cattle”




Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L.. Hl la

e supafifo le goodness

taténé la right hand side

en tidiyai la smallpox

il tépanakaréi 1b populace

en tar6td la digging,
cultivation

la the establishing

ceremony for
warriors

approximate count: 30... no plurals, mostly nominalizations and mass nouns, + fatyher, me urine,

¢ Iokonya a la | i ldkony la head

em pddr empddr la | imp34ri i la water whole

en 4if6 enaif6 0 la | inaifi i la honey(beer)

en géém la | in géémi la fat piece of
meat

en kotok la | in katikié la ie mouth,
language

al akira la | ilakir la star

e 1okopa elukupa a la | ilokan la ilokan head

o lginyta a la | ilenysk k la ok tail hairs

£ mafiita a la | i mapit la entrails

ol mén5 o ? | la | il mani i la 0X

e méwué a la | i méwuardk | arak | la horn

ol mdféri i 1d | il mafér la tick

e mugar la | i magdrri i la water hole

e mokaré are | la | e mokatd ata | la brewing

e ndwa la | i pawaitié itie | la itie udder

ol ndbsr la | il noborri i la skin, hut

€ yoroyoni ani | le | inoéréyék ak | la woman, wife

(irr) (often pej.)

ol papita a la | il papit la hair

em pddr la | im péoéri i la stony place,
eroded land

ol purkél la | il purkéli i la dry steppes, wet
season pasture

o sipéai i la | isipa la sand

en tdmdnsmi 1d | t5ménsk la woman who
just had a baby

en dulé la | indilé n 1b flute

en girra la | in gird'n 1b half calabash,
bowl




Class 1 Plural Plural
Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative
H L.. H la
ol kéndi la | il ksidi # n 1b hartebeest
ol madsani, If | il mgdsdi i 1 the Maasai
ol paéki i la il paé k 1b maize
e sidai la | isidd n 1b ostrich
ol tdala la | il tualdn 1b bell
em barta embarta a la | imbdrtd n n v’ imbarta’'n horse
ol kuiéni i le | il kinénd 0 lc ilkunoné blacksmith
slalé la ilaléta ta lc calves/enclosure
ol mdrsdmua le | il marsamua le maggot in nose
Ic?’ of animal
ol mbn3 la | il méngift ifi lc something left
over
e muré la | i mdroiff ifi | lc hind leg
e napé la | indpéta ta le post
ol t6ilo la | il t6il6fi lc voice
en tilélei If | in taléle le Sodom apple
o rripié la | irripiéta ta | lc* guard-hut
i rripié n n Ib (from a rrip)
€ maatai 4a | il maat 1d il maat locust
Ic?
ol garamét la | il gdrameta a le il gardameta | tongs
ol ménénani ani® | If | il ménéna le il mgnéna | corpse, ghost
e morata a(l) | 1d | il moratare re | le circumeision
o sip6li6 la | isipélio le initiate (male)
e sip6li6 la | i sipélio le initiate (fem)
52 nouns: 1 (sg) (1 (plural)
H LH la H 2a HL
em bata embata la imbat 2a imba t side
en kionG U la | in kin 2a knee
enk 4ind enkaina na | la | inkaik k 2a arm
en kakud a la in kak 2a charcoal
e noki i la i nok 2a sin, offense
L HL 2b HL ()
e lipan, la ilip5na a 2b full-grown fem.
ol mrijéi la | il morijo 2b poison arrow
tree, senior
warrior

? differene between 1 band 1 c: 1 b are all closed syllables (but maasai) lc, are open syllables.)
3 we have not find any class le nouns, they seem to behave like class 1c
* good example for the distribution of 1b/1c H HL)




Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L.. H la

ol musunkdi i la il musunku 2b European

L@L)H 2b HLL

em balan la mm balanga a 2c chest (irregular
meaning sg.pl)

em bolata a la | im bolat 2¢ holding (nom)
bOl

en duaata a la | induast 2c sight, seeing

en ki tagata a le | in kitagat 2c shelter

en kirragata a la | in kirragat 2c sleeping

en kidimata a la | in kidimat 2c ability

enk ai i la ink aitin tin 2c rain, sky, god

enk além enk além la | ilalema a 2c il 4ltma knife

enkip4ata a la | inkipaat 2¢ dance before
raid

enkata a la in katitin itin | 2¢ time, period,
season

al 4f¢ Ib | ilaf3 2¢ calf

en doiné la | ildoino 2c hill

ol bitir la | ilbitiré a 2¢ wart hog

ol kitikoto olkitkoté | o la | ilkitikot 2c ilkitikot path

ol béné la | ilbenia a 2c bag

ol doiné la ildoiné 2¢ mountain

ol kitik6to a la | il kitikot 2c path

€ namaté a la | ipamat 2c notch

ol natdn la | il gatup 2c lion

ol néjép la | il pejepa 2c tongue

anata la anat 2c plain, flat open

dnata country,
wilderness

enk Opir6 la | ink opir 2c feather, “rank
and file”

ol pidjata la | il pidjat 2c corner

em pidjata la | im pidjat 2¢ point

ol p6nété la | il ponét 2¢c ear markings

em pukikinot6 If | im pukunét 2c sort, kind,
species

€ ranata la i ranat 2¢ singing dancing
a ran

e rifata la | irifat 2c boundary,
space, interval

e rikotd la | irukot 2c flowing, safari




Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L.. H la

e ropata la | irupat 2c heap (a rup)

€ sipati la | isipat 2¢ truth

o sirata la | isirat 2c mark, line,
writing

e sirit la i sirit6é 2c band, division
of warriors

0 soit la | isoit6 2¢ stone, rock

en tarei la | intaré 2c flock, herd

en tAwué la | in tawua 2c heifer

ent6ld la | in t6luo 2c axe

ol tAmé la | il tomia 2¢ elephant

en tonata la | in tonat 2¢c sitting place,
sitting

en tirétd la | in turét 2c digging, chalk

ol tar6to la il turét 2¢ puddle

e walata la | i walat 2c answer (awal)

olamal la ilamal4 a 2¢,0r | ilamala deputation,

3e) ilamal band of initiates

H L H la |HL 3a H.. HL#

en gérai engerai la | engéra 3a engérd child

en kb kuai la | in kdkua 3a heavy shower,
long rains

ol kiyioi la | il kiyid 3a tear, alarm cry

ol maoi la il mAad 3a twin, close
friend

ol madai la il mada 3a fool (see related
forms)

e monkoi la | i ménko 3a lie

ol miinyéi la | il minyo 3a beard

ol morrani lc il morran 3a warrior

ol ndsila la | il pssil 3a branch, bough

ol 6ito 1d | il 6ik 3a bone

(irr)

em palai Id | im péla 3a subcutaneous
tissue, paper

o stipuko la | i stpuki 3a cool and
wooded country

en titd 1d | in toye 3a girl

en tolit 1d il t610 3a bone marrow

ol tali 1d il tami 3a buttock

o yiyai la | iyiya 3a porcupine




Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L.. H] la

1d |LHL 3d HLH

en korare le | inkuraren n 3d inkgrarén | grave

al 4sirai la | il astiriaa 3d snake

ol manatinta If | il magatj 3d enemy

ol mifiré la | il mifirin 3d brand mark,
branding iron

ol ndmatint4 nta | If | il pamati 3d enemy See
ol manatinta

la LLLH 3e H L(+acc)

e 14tia la | i latiaritin ritin | 3¢ i latiaritin | the neighbours

ol kibiilékeny én | Ie | il kibulekenyi | i 3e waterbuck

ol disi la | ildiisiini 3e district
commisioner

ol mokéé't 1b | il mokoeti 3e rations, ox kept
for emrgence or
future needs

o mdronya a le | il murunyani 3e razor

€ nénd la | i penoritin 3e cleverness,
knwleged (from
a gendl

em pikas la | im pikasin 3e raiding force

€ say¢t la | i sayieti 3e poison

o sinkdlio If | i sinkilioitin 3e song

o stréei la | i sureeni 3e lump of meat

ol tamueyiai la | il tAimueyia 3e sick person (rel)

en tords la | in tortosi 3e garment of
favour worn by
warriors after
vowing to win
or die

o ydyai la | i yoyain n 3e porcupine

ndtine la | inoj njtane 3f his mother

H HL H H HL 4a HHL

ol poré'r Ib | il porért 4a age set, half an
age set

(HHLL 4b (HHLL
al dimutiai i la | ilsimutia 4b reed
LH 4c LH

en gimoto a la | ingumét 4c hollows, hole,
well

en jinata a la | injpat 4c entering




Class 1 Plural Plural

Accusative Nominative Accusative class | Nominative

H L.. H la

e manata emanata la | imapat 4c imanat warrior’s
village

en kiit6té la | inkutot 4c enclave,
locality, ergion

en t{Gmata la | intfumat 4c summit

ol gilata la | il gilat 4c parition (nom)

e muétata la | i muatat 4c sheep pen

e nénoté la | inonot 4c valley

e séki la i $6k 4c olod man’s
stick

HLH 4d HLH

eroré't I1b | i roreti 4d lawn, place of
short grass

ol dika la ilddkai 4d shop

ol marei la | il mérei 4d family

il maréita le

ol morrat la | il morrati 4d spear butt

enk 6it6 la | ink éitoi 4d road

em piséi la im p’}sai 4d money
(borrowing)

o rérei la | irérei 4d word

o rrékkié la i rrékiei 4d track, trail,
spoor

o sunkiréi la | i sunkuré 4d guileful person,

hypocrite




Class 2:

Class 2

Acc X ..H (I) | NomHL

en dordn 2c redness’

en golon 2c strength

€ Inoti 2b true daughter

képér 2a heaven

en kiborra 2d whiteness

en kijapé 2b coldness, wind

en kirowudj 2b heat

enkifon 2b life

enkifiii 2b life, life force

enkiséma 2b study, school

en kurrdna 2b shame

& moddi 2b | seea foolishness,

amodd and ignorance
ol middi

€ nandi 2b gentlesness,
softness: from
a nana

€ nayid 2b craving for
meat (on the
part of lions

nincé 2c they, them

niné 2c he, him, her,..

nolé 2¢ yesterday

notod 2c mother of

ol odua 2c gall-bladder lit:
that which is
bitter

em pidjan 2c sharpness,
courage
from a piju

em puadn 2c survival, life

em parué 2a smoke

e rokén 2c blackness

faté 3d wood, ‘stick,
(see altfata)

foni 2c skin (dlconi)

> quite typically for nominalizations of adjectival predicates(2c)
¢ determinerless N




Class 2 (continued)

e sinate 2b salt hunger,
craving for
tobacco

€ wanan 2c lightness,
brightness

[H L[ |H

alaldi i 2b | ilala la tooth, tusk

en Kirin6 1o 2¢ | in Kiri la meat

embd3 2¢ | imbgoitié itie | la kraal, herd

enk aré 2a | inkaridk ak | la water/rivers

enk aj i enkdji 2¢ | inkajijik k | la | inkajijik houses

ol owuard u 2¢ |l 6wuard k | ak | 1b beat of prey,
lion skin
headdress

o sargé 2a | i sargéta le blood

ol tim 2a | il timitd Ic branches used..

en kima 2a | in kimaitie | itie | 1¢ fire

ol kukdri 2a | il kdakdrto ta | lc gourd for milk

(x) H () HL

en kitép 2a | inkifu 2a cow, cattle

ol norét 2¢ | il goréta 2b blocked
arrowhead for
bleeding cattle

em putét 2¢ | im putéta 2b tweezers, tongs

al arési i 2b |ilard s 2b rib

e naipsfa 2b | i naaipdfa 2b lake

3f

e remét 2¢ | ireméta 2b spear

o reyiét 2¢ | ireyieta 2b river

o saéi 2b |isa&n 2b bead

e saéi 2b |isaén 2b bead, necklace

g sayét 2¢ | isayéta 2b presents to

prospective
father in law




Class 2 continued

en arét 2¢ | in aréta a |2b

en amike 2b | in amoka a 2b sandal

entforuét 2c¢ | iltfordéta a |2b friend (fem)

ol dekét 2¢ | il deketa a |2b curse

en jinét 2¢ | injinéta a 2b the house (that
which is
entered

en jipét 2¢ | in jipéta a |2b wedge

olanét 2¢ | ilapéta a |2b bridge

e mudn 2¢ | i muddno a |2b afterbirth,
kinship

ol naboli i 2b | il nabolo a |2b fig tree,

e orét 2¢ | ioréta a |2b broom

olker? 2b | il 6wuardk | ak | 2b leopard
(spotted)

en kitok k? 2¢ | in kitdak ak | 2b woman
from kitok (A)

e moti 2¢ | i motidodk ak | 2b cooking pot

e moti 2¢ | il motiddok |ak |2b tobacco pipe

ol oibéni (0))ni | 2b | il oib6nok | ak | 2b medicine man,
diviner, ritual
expert

ol go6 2¢ |ilgo6n n |2b chest

il gotie tie | 12

en koti 2¢ | in kotin n 2b small calabash

al alafe 2b | il al4fera ra |2b

ilconi 2¢ | jlconito ta |2b skin, hide

oltforé 2¢ | iltforéta ta |2b friend(ms)

en keené e 2b | inkeénta ta |2b strap, thong,
belt

e yéwna 2b | i yewnot 2c wish

e yewnoto 1f

kulé 2¢ milk




Class 2 continued

en derdni ni 2b | inderé 2c rat
ol gosGi i 2b | il gosé 2c rope
i motori 2c soup
il omdn 2c speech,
address, news
ol omani i 2b | il om3n 2¢ stranger, visitor
enk opité a 2¢ | ink opit 2c cord, string
a rémoré 2a | iremot 2c spear thrust
ol tas 2a | il taudja 2c heart , spirit
oltfani 2¢ | ilkeék k|2 tree
olbodn 2¢ | ilboons O |2 chin
e modiéi i 2b | i modiok ok |2c cow dung
ol g6s 2a | il gosé a 2c throat
enkér 2a | in kerra a |2c sheep
en kdp 2a | in kuapi i(?]|2¢ country, land
enjoré enjore 2a | in jorin in | 2¢c war
en kiné 2a | in keneji ji | 2c goat
en kejo ? 2¢ | inkejék k |2 foot, leg
4c
ol kej 2¢ | ilkejék k |2c river
4c
e murt 2a | i murtd o 2¢ neck, chief’s
adviser
en kaé 2a | in kueshi shi | 2¢ skull, head
en kumé 2¢ | il kumefi’ shi | 2¢c nose
n
ol kipiei i 2b | il kipieu u |2 lung, lung
troubles
& non 2a | inopd 2 2¢ vein, artery
() HI Nom: [H
H(L)
e mis 2a | i musi i 3a swarm
enk oldn 2¢ | ink 61O i 3a sun, day




Class 2 continued

enk omom 2¢ | ink 6momi i 3a face

enk orién 2¢ | ink 6rioni i 3a back,

e mui 2a | i maain in |3a color, sort, kind

oslnodiing 2b | il nodi’ niaa 3d hyena (as
adjective:
lame)

enkifomi 2b | in kifémin n |3d fate, extended
family

en kiféroto a It | in kiforunét 3e | in kiforunét | giving

ol opén 2¢ |ilopEn 3e | il oopEn owner (ms)’

en opén 2¢ | inop€n 3e owner (fem.)

ol payian 2¢ | il payani i 3e old man,
husaban

em potit 2¢ | im pouti i 3e ditch, trough
See empet

0 risé4si 2¢ | i risansini ni | 3e bullet, cartridge

e ropiya 2¢ | i ropiyani ni |3e two shilling
piece

e saani 2b | i saanini ni | 3e plate

fakéni 2b | fakenini ni | 3e witness®

il tfakenini

e siankiki 2b | i siankikT n n 3e young woman,
bride

e sianau 2b | i siana@n n |3e small gourd

sukaul 2b |isukuuluni | ni | 3e school

en kualalé 2¢ | inkulaletn |in |3e wooden ear-
plug

al 4&méyu 0? 2a | il ameyitin | itin | 3¢ famine,
drought

en keéya 2b | inkeeyaitin | itin | 3¢ death, disease

en kewarié 2¢ | inkewarietifi | itin | 3¢ night

ol osék 2¢ |l osekin in | 3¢ trick of the
trade, short cut

endukoya 2b | indukvyani | ni |3e head

en gaséfi 2b | in gasetini ni | 3e newspaper

" relative clause structure (he who owns, they who own

8 determinerless N




Class 2 continued

en kaldmu 2b | in kalamuni | ni | 3e pencil, pen
enkardasi 2b | inkarsasini ni | 3e paper
en kijikod 2b | in kijikoni ni | 3¢ spoon
ol muaité 2b | muateni ni | 3e deserted site
enk olépa 2b | ink olopani ni | 3e poisonous

centipede
e mueyan n 2¢ | i mueyaritin | riti | 3¢ illness

n

o 1énéti i 2b | ilenot 4c large firewood

log
enk ono u 2¢ | ink opék gk | 4c eye
ol dama 2a | il damat t 4c hillside,spur
Class 3:
Class 3 | 1 [ ] [
this pattern is very general ani 3b —ak 3c: but killer drani (3a) ildrak (4)
en gird " en gird | 3a silence
en goro 3a anger
en kiyanet 3a breath
en kuré 3d thirst
keen unia 3e laughter, amusement
akueni
ol mend 3d contempt
¢ munyan 3d white salt
€ munyani 3d good fortune, grace
pkakuiyiad 3e grandfather, see olakuyia
¢ namali 3d difficulty, trouble (from V)
€ nokiéni 3d redness
e 1ida 3a pride, joy from anida
€ nornd 3e butter
ol oijilili 3e drop of liquid
enk oileélio 3e dew
enk oilio61o
enk omen kewan 3e one who dispises himeself
enk omond 3e form of prayer, worship
ol onplinoli 3e trouble, row
ol o3saé n 3f the East
ol ofor6 3e porridge
ol osinkd 3e center part of a “manyata”




Class 3

papé 3e father, father’s brother

em péno 3a pierce

em pinit 3a swelling of stomach

e réko 3a red ochre

e ruko 3a column on the march

e sikar 3e adornment

e siordg 3d leather funnel for feeding
calf

s sonouna 3e smell of meat roasting

s sumaf 3a hunger

en tadni 3d nearlness (from V)

taani 3b somebody

en téipa 3a evening

ol tikana 3c malaria

em tuldgumf 3e old, dry dung

ol wuaso 3d pride (from a wuasa (to be
proud)

ol togdm 3d | il t6gémi la rampart

ol tunani 3b | il ténanak la person

¢ matua 3a | imituan | n 1d piece, part, side

€ pamu u? 3a | i pdmin in 1d plunder, loot, theft

ol of& 3e | il 6fon n 1d country, tribal section

e sile 3a | isilen 1d debt

ol kina na 3a | il ki 2a breast, teat

alaburrd a 3e | ilabur 2b foam, froth

alakwi 3d | ilakdyiak | ak 2b ancestor

ol kuma 3d | il kiman | n 2b club

€ nasaaitd ita 3f | imasa a 2b treasure, pl wealth

e motoroki i 3e | i motdrdk 2b duck

ol 0is6tod aa 3e | il ois6tok | k 2b claw, nail, hoof

ol okeri 3e | il odkeri 2b field, pasturage’

3f

i rink4 3d | irinkd n 2b club

o sikiria 3a | isirkén 2b donkey

€ sirét 3d | i siréta 2b chalk, paint on face..

e sitd 3d | isitan 2b fence

ol taika 3d | i taikdn 2b warrior’s pigtail

9 .
relative clause structure




Class 3

en talénoi 3d | in taléno 2b magical charm, solemn
ceremony
en tapokai 3g | in tapOka 2b flower
en torrdni 3d | in torr6 k 2b evil, bad feeling, trouble
ol tuad 3e | il tuad n 2b frog
en tuad 3e | in tuad n 2b pregnant woman
en turét 3d | in turéta 2b digging instrument
e wuéji 3a | i wuejifin 2b place
enkaboboki i 3e | inkabobok | k 2c bark of tree
enk aladni ni 3e | inkalad 2¢ ant
oltfata 3d | inkeék 2¢ twig, handle
en daa 3a | indaiki iki ? | 2¢ food
en kaparati i 3e | in kaparat 2c phlegm
ol kidon3i i 3e | il kidong 2¢ tail
ol kidong3i i 3e | il kidop 2c tail
ol kisisafi i 3e | il kisirat 2¢ shower, short rains
en kuluptoni ni 3e | in kulupué | k 2c dust, earth
k
e murda 3e | i murda 2c settlement area
€ naalafi i 3e | ipaalat 2c quid (of tobacco)
ol ojonani ni 3¢ | il ojond 2¢ fly
e sekenkéi 3e | i sekenké 2c large piece of iron
e siidai 3a | i siaaitin 2c work
o sikird 3e | i sikira 2¢c COWTY
en toki 3a | in tokitin 2¢ thing
ol tulét 3c | il tuléta 2d gourd in its natural state
olbag e? 3a | il baa a? 3a wound injury, opinion
entfrro 3a | intf6rroi i 3a spring of water
en dapand a 3e | il ddpan 3a skin of goat
ol korrok 3a | jlkarruki | i 3a crow
ol kérom 3a | il kdrumi i 3a anus, behind
olkutl 3a | il katui i 3a dummy, skin of dead calf
olé e 3a | i 1éwa wa? | 3a man, male
e 15nd 3a | i 15n0i i 3a shield
ol méruo 3a | il méruak | k 3a old man (adjective: the old
one
e nudi 3a | i padisin sin 3a stick
il 5ikdp 3a crime
ol 3rd 3a | il 6roi i 3a he-goat




Class 3

enk 5foke 3a | ink Gifdad |aa | 3a belly
em palds 3a | im polosi 3a middle, center, loin
((rekated to V)
0 sérod 3a | i séroi 3a bush country, scrub
0 sésén 3a | i séseni 3a body
i sirlia 3a | i siruai 3a eland
embaysikili 3a | im basikili | ni | 3¢ bicycle
(S) ni
alaba ani ani 3b | ilabadk ak 3c doctor, healer
al arik oni 3b | il arikok ok |3c tailor
ol mélimuj i 3e | il malimun | ni 3¢ teacher
i
olbGnai 3a | ilbupaikok | kok | 3d bull
ol kila 3e | il kilani ni |3d cloak
en kila 3e | in kilani ni 3d clothes, garmentcloak
en kiodk ak? 3a | in kiyiaa |aa |3d ear
olki oo 3a | il ku6oo 3d kid, lamb
en kurma 3d | inkurmd | n 3d cultivated fireld, grave
n
ol méregef 3a | il merégefi | i 3d ram
ol Gip 3a | il oipi i 3d shadow, politeness
ol érere 3a | il oréren n 3d the people, community
ol 6sowuian 3a | il oséwani | i 3d buffalo
ol dyiote e 3a | il oyiétiaa |aa | 3d riddle
o sonaf 3a | i sunafi 3d castrated bull, pack-ox
e supen 3a | i supéni 3d ewe
e surttiai 3f | i surdtia 3d womes’s scrolled earrings
en takule 3a | in takdlen 3d forearm
en tarakue 3a | in tardkuet 3d impala
i
en tasat 3a | in tasati 3d old woman (fom A)
e wiasd 3a | i wgdson 3d river
enk atini 3e | inkatinin 3e story
encoi’ 3d | incoTn n 3e beer (from Kikiuyu)
o inkat 3d | iinkati i 3e wildebeest
enkias 3d | inkiaast n n 3e work
enkitojé 3e | in kitoj6n |n 3e hare
ol koroi 3e |ilkorof n |n 3e colombus monkey
a2 1éléo 3d | i leleoni ni 3e potsherd, bborken gourd




Class 3

elikdnkd 3a | ilukupkuni | ni 3e fowl, hen
ol kumpau 3e | ilkumpad® | n 3e tobacco
n
ol malaika 3¢ | i malaika 3e angel
ol melil 3d | il melili i 3e small spur or range of hills
ol meGt 3d | il meuti i 3e giraffe
ol mégirra 3a | il mogirra | ni 3e thumb
ni
e motokaa 3e | i motokaa | ni 3e motor-car
ni
ol mufaara 3e | il mufaara | ni 3e wage
ni
ol okidondi i 3e | il okidono 3e mud formed from rain and
old dung
ol okirisiai i 3e | il okirisi4 3e a small bush
em pedt 3¢ | im peuti 3e ditch, through
o sagam 3d | i sagami 3e bridge
i sagami n
e sarnab 3d | i sarpabTn 3e mud
o sampurumpuri 3e | 5 samptiru 3e butterfly (see sdmpil
mpur
e setan 3d | i setani 3e witchcraft (Satan?)
en tikutuk 3a | in tunkutu 3e motor cycle
kuni
yieyio 3e | indé yieyi 3f mother '’
)
ol otéroki ki 3e | ol otérgi | i 3g bee
i il otérok 2b
ol oindni ni 3b | il oindk k 4c bull, young warrior
embukl 3a | imbuikdi i 4d book
en kdmpi 3a | in kampii | i 4d
in kampin | n 1d
€ mindr 3a | i miporri i 4d part of animal’s intestine
€ misa 3a | i misai i 4d table
al anat 3a | il anati i 4d coal fire

1 plural: those x (x is fem) who are mothers(nom)




Class 3

enk olat 3a | ink 5lati 4d needs requirements

em parnat 3a | im pérnati 4d permanent village
oltda 3a | il taai 4d lamp

en téke 3a | in tékei 4d aeroplane

ol t60 3a | il t6oi 4d barrel, pail

en tadu 3a | in tudui 4d jigger

£ Gma 3a | i 6mai 4d fork (from aum : to heap

together)




Class 4.

Class 4

ol marué 4c beer

€ nasirié 4c early
morning

ol & m 4a wilderness

im perdéd 4c remnants,
shreds

é nudad | 4e | i nuaaafi i |la sheep

ol maat? 4a | il maat 1d “ hopper”

& mafo 4a | i mafon n |1d ceremony,

i méj‘oi 1 4d feast

o sinkirr? 4a | i sinkir 1d fish

o styani 4a | i styan 1d wild dog

en kilintd 4a | en kilinitani | ni | 2c little finger

endd p 4a | ind4pi i 3a palm of the
hand

oldia 4a | ildigin in | 3a dog

ol mésérri 4a | il mésor 3a egg

e muny 4a | i manyi i 3a rhino

e gues 4a | ipuési i 3a wild animal

esds 4a | i s6si 3a matting,
screen

en tt m 4a | in timi 3a forest

e m(’)tonyf 4a il mot(’)nyj 3d bird

en téreét 4d | in tereeti 3e pot

en turkuld’ 4a | in turkuluni 3e dove

i siarpid 4c tatters

ol parurtimi 4b | il narurdm 4d maneless
lion

ol n6indi 4a | il ndinoi 4d maggot

€ nd0's 4e |1 n6ost i 4e wooden
container
(NB tone
on D is h)

ol pa'l 4a | ilpuli 4e place where

warriors




slaughter
cattle''

[¢2)Y
w2

[sSN
]

4e

4de

watch

" plural determiner has high tone
12 determiners have high tone




