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This document presents in table format the nouns found in Tucker and Mpaayei (1955), and 
present some statistical information.  
Section 1 presents the tonal classification of Tucker and Mpaayei, and gives a rough analysis.  
Section 2 presents the statistical information of the distribution of tonal classes presented in the 
table in section 3.   
Section 3 presents the roughly 500 nouns that the dictionary of Tucker and Mpaayei in tables, 
with information about singular and plural morphology and tones on 
nominative/accusative/singular and plural.   
No attempt has been made to systematize the data gathered on Kisongo Maasai, the language we 
worked on in fieldmethods. For many of our nouns we do not have complete information (most 
often we have singular and plural accusatives, or singular accusative and nominatives). Most data 
seem to follow Tucker and Mpaayei; some of the subclasses (1f for example) seems to be lacking. 
  
Section 1:  
 
Maasai nouns belong to four tonal classes (based on accusative/nominative tones). 
Tonal class 1:  Acc: h * (h) Nom: l   h 
 
Nominatives have an invariant  L H pattern with H attaching to final syllable;  
Accusatives are more variable. All have initial high tones; there is some variation on 
penultimate and final syllable. (some have a h hl pattern).     
    
1a.  Acc: h h h    Nom: l l h  (final h) (mostly open, some closed syllables;  

(also closed syllable in 1a: but hh: olkekun (river) 
1b Acc: h  hl Nom: l    h (singulars with closed syllables;  

plurals:  ok, an, en, an and collective plurals) 
, empoor) 

NB: this class has exactly two syllables in CaseP; looks like accusative is: h hl on penultimate 
and final syllable.  (just like class 1c), which has more syllables. 
 
1c. Acc: h * h  l Nom  l     h  
               

h           h l         
σ  (σ)   [σ σ]   

1d.  Acc:  h m Nom:  l     h  (This is our final h alternating with l) 
 (acc: hhh) 
 
 
1e. Nominalizations ani, oni, otot, ore, to, re) 

acc:  hhhh l l  nom: lll h  l l (with nominalizations (dreamer)  
     (case marked elements precedes N morpheme ani/oni.) 
 
This is a variation of class 1a; the suffix here is outside the Case domain. 
 
1f:  compounds: with specific morphemes  
 hhh (lh)  nom: l l h   
 



 
Tonal class 2:   

• Nominative always has a h l (l)  surface pattern. 
• Accusative patterns:  Final H on penultimate or final syllable; 

variation on initial syllables; 
   

h  
         l h L (high on penultimate) 
         l H   (high on final syllable)  

 
2a:   acc:  h h h  Nom h l (l)  
2b:  acc:  l*  h l Nom:  h l    
  (I wonder if this hl in accusative shows up high in non-final position) 
 
2c. acc : l   h Nom:  h l  
 
tonal class 3.  
Nominative (3a) :   

h h l #surface pattern.  h   hl on bisyllable ending in: in, wa, ran, ngoi, la, nyi, ki, pi 
    h h  l on trisyllabic: uki api, oli ongi    
Accusative varies:      
3a..  h l (l) nom: h hl  
 
(3b:  agentive nominals) l  h l l nom: h h h h  
 
 3.b. agentive nominals (check final nonfinal) (look at data) 
(starting from a)..l h l l ..   nom  (h h h h h) 
olariponi (guard)    
 
3c. l l h   nom: h h h  
 
3d. (2 highs..)  l h  nom: h l  
 
3e. more than one high.. (looks like you simply add a H[ for nominative) Always initial H, H does 
not spread, other tones remain unchanged:.  
 acc: l hl  nom h hl 
        l l h l  nom: h l h l 
        l h h hl       nom  h l h hl 
        l l h nom: h l l h  
 
3f.  (genitive plural agreement ) 

acc:   l h   
 nom: h l   
 
Tonal class iv: no change: 
 accusative is H(h)L;   nominative is H L  
 



Preliminary analysis. 
o Case is a morphosyntactic category (projecting CaseP), the expression of Case are tones. 

There are several allomorphs of the tones that coocur with different Ns (i.e. these are 
tonal classes). Some tones are prefixes, some suffixes, some both   

o Nouns themselves are in general toneless  
o H   (spreading high) 
o HL (non spreading high, yield hl (l)  surface pattern 
o associate from left to right 
o last tone spreads within domain (CaseP) 

 
 accusative nominative   
Class 1 H# L#          #H   
Class 2 (?) L#           #HL HL#   
Class 3 (L)+/-initial H on 

Nstem #HL 
H#   

Class 4             #HL HL#   
 

o Ns in class 2 are grouped together because of the way they form nominative. I suspect 
there are more singular accusative classes. (the distinction between class 2 and class 3 
singulars is not always clear; they classified according to the form of the nominative. I 
think that the classification should be rethought…     

o It is probably useful to further decompose the tonal system in tones (h/l) and stress: a 
high tone on a stressed syllable  hl) etc.)  

 
 
Some statistics.  
The tables below give some statistics about the data presented in section 3. (distribution of 
nouns per tonal class, and per singular and plural association.)  
The tables are presented from most general to more specific.  
Total N per class  
     allNs      sg/pl 
singular 1   189 (159)38%
singular 2   139 (112)27%
singular 3   158 (123)30%
singular 4     26 (22) 5% 
   512    416 
 

o a reasonable equal distribution for 1, 2 and 3. Few members in 4.  
 
Percentage of singular Ns only  (mass nouns, pronouns, nominalizations):  
 singular 1    30 (16%)  
 2   27 (19%)  
 3   35 (22%)  
 4    4 (15%)  
 
Singular and plural tonal classes 

o Nouns in Maasai can have singulars in one class and plural in another class. This is 
strongly reminiscent of noun classes: however, if there is an underlying noun class 
system in Maasai, it is non-transparent. 

    



Same singular and plural class: 
 
singular 1 plural  1 52/159 32% 
 2  2 67/112 60% 
 3  3 73/123 60% 
 4  4 6/ 22 27% 
 
Singular and plural pairings 
pairings  1-2 or 2-1 
singular 1  2 52/159 32% 
 2  1 10/112 9% 
1-3   or  3-1 
Total: 1  3 35/159 22% 
 3  1   6/123 12% 
1-4 or 4-1 
 1  4 20/159 13% 
 4  1 5/22 23% 
      
 
 
 2   3 32/112 28% 
 3  2 37/123 30% 
      
 2  4 3/112 3% 
 4  2 1/22 5% 
      
 3  4 14/22 63% 
 4  3 10/112 9% 
 
Tonal class 1 is not frequent as a plural pattern. 52 of the 73 cases are class 1 in singular. 
73(-52)/411(-52) =18%)  
If we substract these, then there is only 4% class 1 in the plural 21/469  =4%) 
 
Singular: Tonal class 1 
 singular 1    30  
singular 1(a) plural  1 52  
singlar 1(a) plural 2a  5 
 1  2b  3 
 1  2c  44 
 1  2 52  
 1a  3a  16 
 1d/e  3d  5 
 1a/e  3e  14 
Total: 1  3 35  
 1b  4a  1 
 1a  4b  1 
 1a  4c  9 
 1a  4d  9 
 1  4 20  



Total 
singular 1  

     159 
(+30)= 
189 

 

 
 
Singular Tonal class 2 
singular 2    27  
singular 2 plural  1 10  
singlar  plural 2a  1 
 2a/b/c  2b  30 
   2c  35 
 2  2 67  
   3a  5 
   3d  2 
   3e  25 
Total:   3 32  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c  3 
   4d   
   4 3  
Total 
singular 2  

   112 
(+27)= 
139 

 

 
Singular Tonal class 3: 
singular 3   35  
singular  plural  1  6 
singlar  plural 2a  37 
   2b   
   2c   
 3  2 37  
   3a  17 
   3b   
   3c    4 
   3d  18 
   3e  32 
   3f/g    2 
Total: 3  3 73  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c  1 
 3a  4d  12 
 3  4 13  
Total 
singular 3 

   123 
(+35)= 
158 

 

 



Singular tonal class 4.  
singular 4   4  
singular  plural  1 5  
singlar  plural 2a   
   2b   
   2c  1 
 4  2 1  
   3a  7 
   3d  1 
   3e  2 
Total: 4  3 10  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c   
   4d   
 4  4 6  
Total 
singular 4 

   22 (+4)= 
26 

 

 



Tables 
CLASS 1 
Tucker and Mpaayei tonal classes (from dictionary); beware of transcription (not always 
consistent, sometimes our conventions sometimes T&Mp) Also final tones do not always print.    
Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
n klak   1a     urine 
 lelero    1a     youth young 

folf 
n jiata   1a     sifting (nom) 
n kirutoto  a 1a     surpise, fight 
en kutata 
akt 

  1a     running 

ma   1a     father 
e modoo   1a     blindness 
nan    1a     I, me 
 naarore  ore 1e     wrestling (from 

V) 
 rrata   1a     effort (a k) 
 arore    1a     hunting 
ol oilole   1a     bustle, business 
l prda   1a     meat preserved 

in fat 
 ramatei   ei  1e     cattle 

1management, 
cattle culture 

e ri kore    1c     leading 
(gerund) 

e rripore   ore 1e     guarding 
(gerund) 

e rripoto   1a     guarding, 
protection 

 sayata    1a     entreaty, 
marriage 
request (nom) 

 sapuko    1a     bigness, size 
         
         

mata   1a     top, heaven, 
above 

o siadi   1a     anus 
 slar    1e     scandal 
e snkureio   1e     guile 
                                                      
1 from aramat  “to tend cattle”  



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e supatio    1e     goodness 
tatn   1a     right hand side 
n tidya   1a     smallpox 
l tanakarei   1b     populace 
en turoto   1a     digging, 

cultivation 
   1a     the establishing 

ceremony for 
warriors 

approximate count: 30…  no plurals, mostly nominalizations and mass nouns, + fatyher, me urine,  
 lknya  a 1a i lukny  1a  head 
m pr mpr  1a mpri i 1a  water whole 
n aio naio o 1a naii i 1a  honey(beer) 
n m   1a in eemi  1a  fat piece of 

meat 
n ktk   1a in kutukie  1a ie mouth, 

language 
al akra   1a lakr  1a  star 
e lka  elka a 1a ilk  1a ilk head 
 lnyua  a 1a lnyk k 1a ok tail hairs 
 mta   a 1a  mt  1a  entrails 

l m     1a l mi i 1a  ox 
e mowuo   a 1a  mowuarak arak 1a  horn 
l maeri  i 1d l maer  1a  tick 
e muur   1a i muurri i 1a  water hole 
 mkar  ar 1a  mkata  ata 1a  brewing 
 awa    1a  awaitie  itie 1a itie udder 
l br   1a l oborri i 1a  skin, hut 
 oroyoni  ani 1e 

(irr) 
 oroyok ak 1a  woman, wife 

(often pej.) 
l papta   a 1a l papt  1a  hair 
m pr   1a im poori  i 1a  stony place, 

eroded land 
ol purkel   1a il purkeli  i 1a  dry steppes, wet 

season pasture 
 sa  i 1a  sa   1a  sand 
n tmnmi    1d tmnk  1a  woman who 

just had a baby 
n dule    1a indule n n 1b  flute 
n irra    1a in ira n n 1b  half calabash, 

bowl 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
l kndi    1a l kndi  n n 1b  hartebeest 
l maasani    1f l maasai   1b  the Maasai 
l paeki  i 1a l pae  k  1b  maize 
 sidai   1a i sida  n  1b  ostrich 
ol tuala   1a il tuala n  1b  bell 

m barta  mbarta a 1a mbarta n n 1b2 mbarta n horse 
ol kunoni  i 1c il kunono  o 1c ilkunono  blacksmith 
lal    1a lalta ta 1c  calves/enclosure
l marsamua   1e 

1c?3
l marsamua  1c  maggot in nose 

of animal 
l m   1a l mooii   ii 1c  something left 

over 
e muro    1a i muroii   ii 1c  hind leg 
 ap    1a  apta ta 1c  post 
ol toilo   1a il toiloi  1c  voice 
en tulelei   1f in tulele   1c  Sodom apple 
o rripie   1a i rripieta  

i rripie  n  
ta 
n 

1c4 
1 b 

 guard-hut 
(from a rrip) 

 maatai    4a l maat  1d 
1c? 

l maat locust 

l aramt   1a l aramta a 1e l aramta tongs 

l mnani   ani 1f il mna  1e il mna corpse, ghost 
e mrata  a (l) 1d l mratar r 1e  circumcision 

o sipolio    1a i sipolio   1e  initiate (male) 
e sipolio    1a i sipolio  1e  initiate (fem) 
52 nouns: 1 (sg) ( 1 (plural) 
H L H  1a H  2a HL  
m bata embata  a 1a mbat  2a imba t side 
n k   1a in k  2a  knee 
nk ana nkana na 1a nkak k 2a  arm 
en kukuo   a 1a in kuk  2a  charcoal 
e oki   i 1a  ok  2a  sin, offense 
    L HL   2b H L (l)   
 lp   1a lpa a 2b  full-grown fem. 
ol mrijoi   1a l morijo  2b  poison arrow 

tree, senior 
warrior 

                                                      
2 differene between 1 b and 1 c: 1 b are all closed syllables (but maasai)  1c, are open syllables.) 
3 we have not find any class 1e nouns, they seem to behave like class 1c 
4 good example for the distribution of 1b/1c H HL)  



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
l musunkui  i 1a il musunku   2b  European 
    L (L) H  2b H L L   

m bala   1a m balaa a 2c  chest (irregular 
meaning sg.pl) 

m bolata  a 1a m blat  2c  holding (nom) 
bOl 

n duaata  a 1a induaat  2c  sight, seeing 
n k taata  a 1e n ktaat  2c  shelter 
n krraata  a 1a n krraat  2c  sleeping 
n kdmata  a 1a n kdimat  2c  ability 
nk ai  i 1a ink aitin tin 2c  rain, sky, god 
nk alm nk alm  1a il alma  a 2c il alma knife 
nkpaata  a 1a nkpaat  2c  dance before 

raid 
nkata  a 1a n katitin itin 2c  time, period, 

season 
al ae   1b la  2c  calf 
en doio   1a ldoio   2c  hill 
ol bitir   1a ilbitiro  a 2c  wart hog 
ol kitikoto olkitkoto o 1a ilkitikot  2c ilkitikot path 
l bn   1a lbna a 2c  bag 
l doio   1a ildoio   2c  mountain 
l kitikoto  a 1a il kitikot  2c  path 
 amata   a 1a amat  2c  notch 
l at   1a l atu  2c  lion 
l jp   1a l jpa  2c  tongue 
aata  
ata 

  1a aat  2c  plain, flat open 
country, 
wilderness 

enk opiro    1a nk opir  2c  feather, “rank 
and file”  

l pdjata    1a l pdjat  2c  corner 
m pidjata   1a m pdjat  2c  point 
ol ponoto   1a l pnot  2c  ear markings 
em pukukunoto   1f im pukunot  2c  sort, kind, 

species 
 raata    1a  raat  2c  singing dancing 

a ra 
 rata    1a  rat  2c  boundary, 

space, interval 
e rukoto   1a i rukot   2c  flowing, safari 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e rpata   1a  rpat  2c  heap (a rp) 
 spata    1a  spat   2c  truth 
 srata    1a  srat  2c  mark, line, 

writing 
e sirit    1a i sirito   2c  band, division 

of warriors 
o soit   1a i soito   2c  stone, rock 
n tarei   1a n tare  2c  flock, herd 
n tawuo   1a n tawua  2c  heifer 
entolu   1a in toluo  2c  axe 
l tm   1a l tma   2c  elephant 
n tnata   1a in tnat  2c  sitting place, 

sitting 
en turoto   1a in turot  2c  digging, chalk 
ol turoto   1a il turot  2c  puddle 
 walata    1a  walat  2c  answer (awal)  
lamal   1a lamala  a 2c, or 

3 e) 
lamala  
lamala  

deputation, 
band of initiates 

H  L  H  1a H L  3a H.. HL#  
n erai nrai i 1a nera  3a nra  child 
n k kuai  i 1a in kkua  3a  heavy shower, 

long rains 
ol kiyioi   i 1a il kiyio   3a  tear, alarm cry 
l maoi   1a l mao   3a  twin, close 

friend 
l mdai   1a l mda  3a  fool (see related 

forms) 
e monkoi   1a i monko  3a  lie 
ol munyei   1a il munyo  3a  beard 
l mrrani   1c il mrran  3a  warrior 
l sla   1a l sl  3a  branch, bough 
ol oito   1d 

(irr) 
il oik  3a  bone 

m palai   1d m pala   3a  subcutaneous 
tissue, paper 

o supuko   1a i supuki   3a  cool and 
wooded country 

en tito   1d in toye  3a  girl 
en tolit   1d il tolo  3a  bone marrow 
ol tuli   1d il tuli   3a  buttock 
 yyai   1a  yya  3a  porcupine 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
   1d L H L   3d H L H  

n krar   1e nkrarn n 3d nkrarn grave 
al asrai    1a l asuriaa  3d  snake 
l  maatnta    1f l maati  3d  enemy 
l mr   1a l mrin  3d  brand mark, 

branding iron 
l amatinta  nta 1f l amati  3d  enemy See 

l maatinta 
   1a L L L H  3e H L(+acc)  
 latia    1a  latiaritin ritin 3e  latiaritin the neighbours 
ol kibulekeny  e 1e il kibulekenyi i 3e  waterbuck 
l disi   1a ildiisiini  3e  district 

commisioner 
ol mokoe t   1b il mokoeti   3e  rations, ox kept 

for emrgence or 
future needs 

 mrnya  a 1e l mrnyani   3e  razor 
 eno   1a i enoritin  3e  cleverness, 

knwleged (from  
a enu 

m pkas    1a m pkasi n  3e  raiding force 
 sayet    1a i sayieti   3e  poison  
o sinkolio   1f i sinkilioitin  3e  song 
o sureei    1a i sureeni   3e  lump of meat 
l tamueyiai   1a l tamueyia  3e  sick person (rel) 
en toros   1a n tortosi   3e  garment of 

favour worn by 
warriors after 
vowing to win 
or die 

 yyai   1a  yoyain n 3e  porcupine 
t    1a  n t  3f  his mother 
H HL     H H HL  4a H H L  

ol poro r   1b il porori    4a  age set, half an 
age set 

    (H) H L L   4b (H) H L L   

al aimutiai   i 1a laimutia  4b  reed 
    L H  4c L H  

n umoto  a 1a inumot  4c  hollows, hole, 
well 

n jata  a 1a ijat  4c  entering 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e maata emaata a 1a imaat  4c imaat warrior’s 

village 
en kutoto  o 1a inkutot  4c  enclave, 

locality, ergion 
en tmata   1a ntmat  4c  summit 
l lata  a 1a l lat  4c  parition (nom) 
e muatata   1a i muatat  4c  sheep pen 
e nooto   1a i noot  4c  valley 
e seki    1a i sek  4c  olod man’s 

stick 
    H L H   4d H L H   

e rore t    1b  roreti   4d  lawn, place of 
short grass 

l duka   1a ldkai  4d  shop 
l marei   1a l marei  

l mareita  
 4d 

1c 
 family 

l mrrat   1a l mrrati   4d  spear butt 
enk oito   1a nk oitoi  4d  road 
m psai   1a m psai   4d  money 

(borrowing) 
o rorei   1a  rorei   4d  word 
 rrekkie   1a i rrekiei  4d  track, trail, 

spoor 
o sunkuroi   1a  sunkuro   4d  guileful person, 

hypocrite 



Class 2:  

                                                      
5 quite typically for nominalizations of adjectival predicates(2c) 
6 determinerless N 

Class 2         
Acc x ..H (l) Nom HL        
n drn   2c     redness5 
n olon   2c     strength 
 inoti   2b     true daughter 
keper   2a     heaven 
         
n kiborra   2d     whiteness 
en kijap   2b     coldness, wind 
n kirowuaj   2b     heat 
nkion   2b     life 
enkiui   2b     life, life force 
enkisoma   2b     study, school 
n krrna    2b     shame 
 moda 
 

  2b see a  
a mda and 
l mdai 

   foolishness, 
ignorance 

 nanai   2b     gentlesness, 
softness: from 
a nana 

 nayia     2b     craving for 
meat (on the 
part of lions 

nnc   2c     they, them 
ne    2c     he, him, her,.. 
ole    2c     yesterday 
oto    2c     mother of 
ol odua   2c     gall-bladder lit: 

that which is 
bitter 

m pdjan   2c     sharpness, 
courage 
from a piju 

m puaan    2c     survival, life 
em puruo    2a     smoke 
e rkan   2c     blackness 
ata   3d     wood, 6stick, 

(see altata) 
oni    2c     skin (lconi) 



Class 2 (continued) 
e sat    2b     salt hunger, 

craving for 
tobacco 

 waan   2c     lightness, 
brightness 

    [H   L[      ] H  
alalai  i 2b lala  1a  tooth, tusk 
n kirio   o 2c in kiri   1a  meat 
mb   2c mbooitie itie 1a  kraal, herd 
enk are   2a inkariak ak 1a  water/rivers 
nk aj i  enkaji  2c inkajijik k 1a inkajijik houses 
ol owuaru  u 2c il owuara  k ak 1b  beat of prey, 

lion skin 
headdress 

 sar   2a  sarta  1c  blood 
ol tim    2a il timito  1c  branches used.. 
n kma   2a n kmaitie itie 1c  fire 
l kukuri   2a il kukurto ta 1c  gourd for milk 
    (x) H (l)   H L  

n kt   2a inkiu  2a  cow, cattle 
l oret   2c l oreta   2b  blocked 

arrowhead for 
bleeding cattle 

em putet   2c im puteta   2b  tweezers, tongs 
al arasi  i 2b l ara  s  2b  rib 
 napa    2b  naaipa  2b 

3f 
 lake 

e remet   2c i remeta  2b  spear 
o reyiet   2c i reyieta   2b  river 
o saei    2b i sae n    2b  bead 
 sae i    2b  sae n  2b  bead, necklace 
 sayt   2c  sayeta   2b  presents to 

prospective 
father in law 



Class 2 continued 
n art   2c n arta a 2b   
n amk   2b n amka a 2b  sandal 
ntort   2c ltruta a 2b  friend (fem) 
l dkt   2c l dkta a 2b  curse 
n jnt   2c njta a 2b  the house (that 

which is 
entered 

n jpt   2c n jpta a 2b  wedge 
lat   2c lata a 2b  bridge 
e mud   2c i mudo  a 2b  afterbirth, 

kinship 
l aboli   i 2b l abolo  a 2b  fig tree,  
e oret   2c i oreta  a 2b  broom 
lkeri     2b il owuarak ak 2b  leopard 

(spotted) 
n kitok  k 2c in kituak ak 2b  woman 

from kitok (A) 
e moti   2c i motiook ak 2b  cooking pot 
e moti   2c il motiook ak 2b  tobacco pipe 
ol oiboni   (o))ni 2b il oibonok ak 2b  medicine man, 

diviner, ritual 
expert 

ol oo    2c il oo n 
il otie 

n 
tie 

2b 
1a 

 chest 

n kt   2c n kt n n 2b  small calabash 
al alae   2b l alara ra 2b   
ilconi    2c ilconito ta 2b  skin, hide 
ltr    2c ltorta ta 2b  friend(ms) 
n kn   2b nknta ta 2b  strap, thong, 

belt 
e yewna 
e yewnoto  

  2b 
1f 

i yewnot  2c  wish 

    kl   2c  milk 



Class 2 continued 
n deroni  ni 2b indero   2c  rat 
ol osoi  i 2b il oso  2c  rope 
    i motori   2c  soup 
    l mn  2c  speech, 

address, news 
l mn    i 2b l mn  2c  stranger, visitor 
enk opito   a 2c nk opit  2c  cord, string 
a remore    2a i remot  2c  spear thrust 
l ta   2a l tadja  2c  heart , spirit 
ltani    2c lkeek k 2c  tree 
lb   2c lb O 2c  chin 
e modiei   i 2b  modiok  ok 2c  cow dung 
l os   2a il oso a 2c  throat 
enker   2a n krra a 2c  sheep 
n kp   2a in kuapi i ( 2c  country, land 
enjore  enjore  2a in jorin in 2c  war 
en kine    2a in keneji  ji 2c  goat 
n kj   2c nkjek k 2c 

4c 
 foot, leg 

l kj   2c lkjek k 2c 
4c 

 river 

e murt   2a i murto  o 2c  neck, chief’s 
adviser 

en kue   2a in kueshi  shi 2c  skull, head 
en kume    2c il kumei  n shi

n 
2c  nose 

ol kipiei  i 2b il kipieu  u 2c  lung, lung 
troubles 

     2a    2c  vein, artery 
    (l) Hl   Nom: [H 

H(L) 
 

e mus   2a i musi i 3a  swarm 
nk l   2c nk oloi i 3a  sun, day 



Class 2 continued 

                                                      
7 relative clause structure (he who owns, they who own 
8 determinerless N 

enk omom   2c nk omomi  i 3a  face 
enk orion   2c ink orioi i 3a  back,  
e mua    2a i muain in 3a  color, sort, kind 
ldn    2b l di  niaa  3d  hyena (as 

adjective: 
lame) 

enkiomi    2b in kiomin n 3d  fate, extended 
family 

en kioroto  a 1f in kiorunot  3e in kiorunot giving 
l p   2c il p   3e il p  owner (ms)7 
n p   2c in p   3e  owner (fem.) 
l payian   2c l payani  i 3e  old man, 

husaban 
em pout   2c im pouti  i 3e  ditch, trough 

See empeut 
o risasi   2c i risansini  ni 3e  bullet, cartridge 
e ropiya   2c i ropiyani  ni 3e  two shilling 

piece 
e saani    2b i saanini  ni 3e  plate 
akni   2b akenini  

l takenini  
ni 3e  witness8 

e siankiki    2b i siankiki n n 3e  young woman, 
bride 

e siaau    2b i siaau n  n 3e  small gourd 
sukuul    2b i sukuuluni ni 3e  school  
en kualale   2c in kulalei n in 3e  wooden ear-

plug 
al ameyu  o 2a l ameyitin itin 3e  famine, 

drought 
n kya   2b nkyaitin itin 3e  death, disease 
n kwarie   2c nkwarietin itin 3e  night 
l sk   2c il oseki n in 3e  trick of the 

trade, short cut 
ndkya   2b ndukyani ni 3e  head 
n aseti   2b n asetini ni 3e  newspaper 



Class 2 continued 

 
Class 3: 
Class 3         
this pattern is very general ani 3b –ak  3c: but  killer arani (3a)  larak (4)  
n ra   n ra  3a     silence 

n oro   3a     anger 
n kyat   3a     breath 
n kr    3d     thirst 
kn nia 
akni 

  3e     laughter, amusement 
 

l mna    3d     contempt 
         
e mnyan   3d     white salt 
 mnyani   3d     good fortune, grace 
kakuyiaa     3e     grandfather, see lakuyia 
 amali   3d     difficulty, trouble (from V) 
 okieni    3d     redness 
 ida   3a     pride, joy from aida 
 rn     3e     butter 
l ijll   3e     drop of liquid 
enk oileelio 
enk oilioolo 

  3e     dew 

enk mn kwan   3e     one who dispises himeself 
enk omono    3e     form of prayer, worship 
l lli     3e     trouble, row 
l sa n    3f     the East 
ol ooro    3e     porridge 
l snk    3e     center part of a “manyata”  

n kalamu   2b n kalamuni ni 3e  pencil, pen 
nkardasi   2b nkarsasini  ni 3e  paper 
n kijiko   2b in kijikoni  ni 3e  spoon 
ol muaate    2b muateni  ni 3e  deserted site 
enk olopa    2b nk olopani  ni 3e  poisonous 

centipede 
e mueyan  n 2c i meyaritin riti

n 
3e  illness 

o leoti    i 2b ileot  4c  large firewood 
log 

nk    u 2c nk k k 4c  eye 
l dama     2a l damat t 4c  hillside,spur 



Class 3         
papa     3e     father, father’s brother 
m peo    3a     pierce 
m pt   3a     swelling of stomach 
e reko    3a     red ochre 
e ruko    3a     column on the march 

e sikar   3e     adornment 
e sir   3d     leather funnel for feeding 

calf 
s soouna    3e     smell of meat roasting 
s suma   3a     hunger 
n taani   3d     nearlness (from V) 
taani   3b     somebody 
n tipa   3a     evening 
ol tikana    3c     malaria 
em tuluumi     3e     old, dry dung 
ol wuaso    3d     pride (from a wuasa (to be 

proud) 
         
l tm   3d l toomi  1a  rampart 
l tani    3b l tanak  1a  person 
 matua   3a  matuan n 1d  piece, part, side 
 amu   u 3a  amin in 1d  plunder, loot, theft 
ol oo     3e l oon n 1d  country, tribal section 
e sile    3a i silen  1d  debt 
         
l kna  na 3a l k  2a  breast, teat 
alabrra    a 3e labr  2b  foam, froth 
alakwi    3d lakuyiak ak 2b  ancestor 
ol kuma    3d il kuman n 2b  club 
 nasaata   ita 3f  masa a   2b  treasure, pl wealth 
e motoroki   i 3e i mtrk  2b  duck 
ol oisotoo    aa 3e l oisotok k 2b  claw, nail, hoof 
l kri    3e l kr   2b 

3f 
 field, pasturage9 

i rinka    3d i rinka n   2b  club 
o sikiria    3a i sirko n   2b  donkey 
 sret   3d  srta  2b  chalk, paint on face.. 
e sita   3d i sita n  2b  fence 
l taka    3d  taka n  2b  warrior’s pigtail 
                                                      
9 relative clause structure 



Class 3         
n taleoi   3d n taleo  2b  magical charm, solemn 

ceremony 
n tapkai    3g n tapka  2b  flower 
en torroni   3d in torro k  2b  evil, bad feeling, trouble 
l tuaa     3e il tuaa n  2b  frog 
en tuaa     3e in tuaa n  2b  pregnant woman 
en turet   3d in tureta   2b  digging instrument 
e wueji    3a i wuejitin  2b  place 
nkaboboki  i 3e inkabobok k 2c  bark of tree 
nk alaoni  ni 3e nkalao   2c  ant 
ltata    3d nkeek  2c  twig, handle 
n daa    3a ndaiki iki  2c  food 
n kaarati  i 3e n kaarat  2c  phlegm 
l kdi  i 3e l kdo    2c  tail 
l kdni  i 3e l kido  2c  tail 
l kssati   i 3e l ksrat  2c  shower, short rains 
en kulupuoni  ni 3e in kulupuo

k 
k 2c  dust, earth 

e murua    3e i mura   2c  settlement area 
 aalati   i 3e iaalat  2c  quid (of tobacco) 
l jnani  ni 3c l ja  2c  fly 
e sekenkei    3e i sekenke   2c  large piece of iron 
e siiaai   3a i siaaitin  2c  work 
 skra     3e  skra   2c  cowry 
n toki   3a in tokitin  2c  thing 
ol tulet   3c il tuleta  2d  gourd in its natural state 
         

lba    3a l baa a 3a  wound injury, opinion 
ntrr    3a ntorroi  i 3a  spring of water 
n dapana    a 3e l dapan  3a  skin of goat 
l krrk   3a ilkurruki i 3a  crow 
l krm   3a il kurumi i 3a  anus, behind 
olkutu    3a il kutui i 3a  dummy, skin of dead calf 
 l     3a  lwa  wa 3a  man, male 
 l   3a  loi i 3a  shield 
ol moruo   3a l moruak k 3a  old man (adjective: the old 

one 
e udi   3a  udisin sin 3a  stick 
    l ikp  3a  crime 
l r    3a l oroi i 3a  he-goat 



Class 3         
nk k     3a nk ouaa  aa 3a  belly 
m pls   3a m polosi   3a  middle, center, loin 

((rekated to V) 
o sero    3a  seroi   3a  bush country, scrub 
o sesen   3a i seseni   3a  body 
 srua   3a i siruai  3a  eland 
embaysikili 
(S) 

  3a m basikili
ni  

ni 3c  bicycle 

alaba ani  ani 3b labaak ak 3c  doctor, healer  
al arik oni   3b l arikok ok 3c  tailor 
l malimui  i 3e l malimun

i 
ni 3c  teacher 

lbai   3a lbaikk kok 3d  bull 
l kla   3e l klani ni 3d  cloak 
n kla   3e n klani ni 3d  clothes, garmentcloak 
n kk  ak 3a in kiyiaa aa 3d  ear 
ol ku o o   3a il kuooo  3d  kid, lamb 
en kurma    3d in kurma  

n 
n 3d  cultivated fireld, grave 

ol meree   3a il mereei i 3d  ram 
ol oip   3a il oipi i 3d  shadow, politeness 
ol orere    3a il oreren n 3d  the people, community 
ol osowuan   3a il osowani i 3d  buffalo 
ol oyiote   e 3a il oyiotiaa aa 3d  riddle 
 sna   3a  snai  3d  castrated bull, pack-ox 
e supen   3a i supeni  3d  ewe 
e surutiai   3f i surutia  3d  womes’s scrolled earrings 
n takule   3a n takulen  3d  forearm 
n tarakue   3a n tarakuet

i 
 3d  impala 

n tasat   3a n tasati  3d  old woman (fom A) 
e wuaso    3a i wuason   3d  river 
nk atini   3e inkatinin n 3e  story 
enci     3d nci n n 3e  beer (from Kikiuyu) 
 nkat   3d nkati i 3e  wildebeest 
nkias   3d nkiaasi n n 3e  work 
nkitojo   3e in kitojo n n 3e  hare 
l kr   3e l kri  n n 3e  colombus monkey 
 leleo   3d i leleoni  ni 3e  potsherd, bborken gourd 



Class 3         
elukk   3a ilukukuni ni 3e  fowl, hen 
ol kumpau   3e ilkumpau  

n 
n 3e  tobacco 

l malaka   3e  malaka  3e  angel 
ol melil   3d il melili  i 3e  small spur or range of hills 
l mt   3d l meuti  i 3e  giraffe 
ol moirra   3a il moirra

ni  
ni 3e  thumb 

e motokaa    3e i motokaa
ni  

ni 3e  motor-car 

l maara   3e l maara
ni  

ni 3e  wage 

ol okidoi  i 3e l okidoo  3e  mud formed from rain and 
old dung 

ol okirisiai  i 3e il okirisia   3e  a small bush 
em peut   3c m peuti   3e  ditch, through 
 saam   3d i saami 

i saami  n
  

 3e  bridge 

 sarab   3d  sarabi n
  

 3e  mud 

 sampurumpuri    3e  sampuru
mpur 

 3e  butterfly (see sampu  

e stan   3d i stani   3e  witchcraft (Satan?) 
en tukutuk   3a in tunkutu

kuni  
 3e  motor cycle 

yieyio     3e i noo yieyi
o   

 3f  mother 10 

ol otoroki    ki 
i 

3e ol otoroi  
il otorok 

i 3g 
2b 

 bee 

         

l in  ni 3b l ik k 4c  bull, young warrior 
mbuku   3a imbukui i 4d  book 
n kampi   3a n kampii 

n kampin 
i 
n 

4d 
1d 

  

 mr   3a i miorri  i 4d  part of animal’s intestine 
 msa   3a  msai  i 4d  table 
al aat   3a l aati i 4d  coal fire 

                                                      
10 plural: those x (x is fem) who are mothers(nom) 



Class 3         
nk lat    3a nk lati   4d  needs requirements 
m parnat   3a m parnati   4d  permanent village 
l ta a   3a il taa  4d  lamp 
n tk   3a in tekei  4d  aeroplane 
ol too    3a l tooi  4d  barrel, pail 
en tudu    3a in tudui   4d  jigger 
 ma    3a  mai   4d  fork (from am : to heap 

together) 
\ 



 Class 4.  
Class 4         
l marua   4c     beer 
 nasirie    4c     early 

morning 
l a  m   4a     wilderness 
m prdd   4c     remnants, 

shreds 
         

e nuaaa    4e i nuaaai  i 1a  sheep 
l maati    i 4a l maat  1d  “ hopper” 
 mao      4a  maon  

 mao 
n 
i 

1d 
4d 

 ceremony, 
feast 

o sinkirri     4a  snkr  1d  fish 
o suyani     4a i suyan  1d  wild dog 
         

en kilinta     4a en kilinitani  ni 2c  little finger 

         

nda p   4a ndapi i 3a  palm of the 
hand 

ldia    4a ildiain in 3a  dog 
ol mosorri     i 4a l mosor  3a  egg 
e muny   4a i munyi  i 3a  rhino 
e ues   4a i uesi  i 3a  wild animal 
e so s   4a i sosi   3a  matting, 

screen 
en ti m   4a in timi   3a  forest 
e motonyi    4a il motonyi  3d  bird 

en tereet   4d in tereeti   3e  pot 
en turkulu     4a in turkuluni   3e  dove 
         
    i siarpid  4c  tatters 

l arurumi   i 4b l arurum  4d  maneless 
lion 

l oinoi   4a l ii  4d  maggot 
 noo s   4e i noosi   i 4e  wooden 

container 
(NB tone 
on D is h) 

ol pu l   4a ilpuli    4e  place where 
warriors 



slaughter 
cattle11 

 sa a     4e isaai    4e  watch 12 
 
 

                                                      
11 plural determiner has high tone 
12 determiners have high tone 


