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This document presents in table format the nouns found in Tucker and Mpaayei (1955), and 
present some statistical information.  
Section 1 presents the tonal classification of Tucker and Mpaayei, and gives a rough analysis.  
Section 2 presents the statistical information of the distribution of tonal classes presented in the 
table in section 3.   
Section 3 presents the roughly 500 nouns that the dictionary of Tucker and Mpaayei in tables, 
with information about singular and plural morphology and tones on 
nominative/accusative/singular and plural.   
No attempt has been made to systematize the data gathered on Kisongo Maasai, the language we 
worked on in fieldmethods. For many of our nouns we do not have complete information (most 
often we have singular and plural accusatives, or singular accusative and nominatives). Most data 
seem to follow Tucker and Mpaayei; some of the subclasses (1f for example) seems to be lacking. 
  
Section 1:  
 
Maasai nouns belong to four tonal classes (based on accusative/nominative tones). 
Tonal class 1:  Acc: h * (h) Nom: l   h 
 
Nominatives have an invariant  L H pattern with H attaching to final syllable;  
Accusatives are more variable. All have initial high tones; there is some variation on 
penultimate and final syllable. (some have a h hl pattern).     
    
1a.  Acc: h h h    Nom: l l h  (final h) (mostly open, some closed syllables;  

(also closed syllable in 1a: but hh: olkekun (river) 
1b Acc: h  hl Nom: l    h (singulars with closed syllables;  

plurals:  ok, an, en, an and collective plurals) 
, empoor) 

NB: this class has exactly two syllables in CaseP; looks like accusative is: h hl on penultimate 
and final syllable.  (just like class 1c), which has more syllables. 
 
1c. Acc: h * h  l Nom  l     h  
               

h           h l         
σ  (σ)   [σ σ]   

1d.  Acc:  h m Nom:  l     h  (This is our final h alternating with l) 
 (acc: hhh) 
 
 
1e. Nominalizations ani, oni, otot, ore, to, re) 

acc:  hhhh l l  nom: lll h  l l (with nominalizations (dreamer)  
     (case marked elements precedes N morpheme ani/oni.) 
 
This is a variation of class 1a; the suffix here is outside the Case domain. 
 
1f:  compounds: with specific morphemes  
 hhh (lh)  nom: l l h   
 



 
Tonal class 2:   

• Nominative always has a h l (l)  surface pattern. 
• Accusative patterns:  Final H on penultimate or final syllable; 

variation on initial syllables; 
   

h  
         l h L (high on penultimate) 
         l H   (high on final syllable)  

 
2a:   acc:  h h h  Nom h l (l)  
2b:  acc:  l*  h l Nom:  h l    
  (I wonder if this hl in accusative shows up high in non-final position) 
 
2c. acc : l   h Nom:  h l  
 
tonal class 3.  
Nominative (3a) :   

h h l #surface pattern.  h   hl on bisyllable ending in: in, wa, ran, ngoi, la, nyi, ki, pi 
    h h  l on trisyllabic: uki api, oli ongi    
Accusative varies:      
3a..  h l (l) nom: h hl  
 
(3b:  agentive nominals) l  h l l nom: h h h h  
 
 3.b. agentive nominals (check final nonfinal) (look at data) 
(starting from a)..l h l l ..   nom  (h h h h h) 
olariponi (guard)    
 
3c. l l h   nom: h h h  
 
3d. (2 highs..)  l h  nom: h l  
 
3e. more than one high.. (looks like you simply add a H[ for nominative) Always initial H, H does 
not spread, other tones remain unchanged:.  
 acc: l hl  nom h hl 
        l l h l  nom: h l h l 
        l h h hl       nom  h l h hl 
        l l h nom: h l l h  
 
3f.  (genitive plural agreement ) 

acc:   l h   
 nom: h l   
 
Tonal class iv: no change: 
 accusative is H(h)L;   nominative is H L  
 



Preliminary analysis. 
o Case is a morphosyntactic category (projecting CaseP), the expression of Case are tones. 

There are several allomorphs of the tones that coocur with different Ns (i.e. these are 
tonal classes). Some tones are prefixes, some suffixes, some both   

o Nouns themselves are in general toneless  
o H   (spreading high) 
o HL (non spreading high, yield hl (l)  surface pattern 
o associate from left to right 
o last tone spreads within domain (CaseP) 

 
 accusative nominative   
Class 1 H# L#          #H   
Class 2 (?) L#           #HL HL#   
Class 3 (L)+/-initial H on 

Nstem #HL 
H#   

Class 4             #HL HL#   
 

o Ns in class 2 are grouped together because of the way they form nominative. I suspect 
there are more singular accusative classes. (the distinction between class 2 and class 3 
singulars is not always clear; they classified according to the form of the nominative. I 
think that the classification should be rethought…     

o It is probably useful to further decompose the tonal system in tones (h/l) and stress: a 
high tone on a stressed syllable  hl) etc.)  

 
 
Some statistics.  
The tables below give some statistics about the data presented in section 3. (distribution of 
nouns per tonal class, and per singular and plural association.)  
The tables are presented from most general to more specific.  
Total N per class  
     allNs      sg/pl 
singular 1   189 (159)38%
singular 2   139 (112)27%
singular 3   158 (123)30%
singular 4     26 (22) 5% 
   512    416 
 

o a reasonable equal distribution for 1, 2 and 3. Few members in 4.  
 
Percentage of singular Ns only  (mass nouns, pronouns, nominalizations):  
 singular 1    30 (16%)  
 2   27 (19%)  
 3   35 (22%)  
 4    4 (15%)  
 
Singular and plural tonal classes 

o Nouns in Maasai can have singulars in one class and plural in another class. This is 
strongly reminiscent of noun classes: however, if there is an underlying noun class 
system in Maasai, it is non-transparent. 

    



Same singular and plural class: 
 
singular 1 plural  1 52/159 32% 
 2  2 67/112 60% 
 3  3 73/123 60% 
 4  4 6/ 22 27% 
 
Singular and plural pairings 
pairings  1-2 or 2-1 
singular 1  2 52/159 32% 
 2  1 10/112 9% 
1-3   or  3-1 
Total: 1  3 35/159 22% 
 3  1   6/123 12% 
1-4 or 4-1 
 1  4 20/159 13% 
 4  1 5/22 23% 
      
 
 
 2   3 32/112 28% 
 3  2 37/123 30% 
      
 2  4 3/112 3% 
 4  2 1/22 5% 
      
 3  4 14/22 63% 
 4  3 10/112 9% 
 
Tonal class 1 is not frequent as a plural pattern. 52 of the 73 cases are class 1 in singular. 
73(-52)/411(-52) =18%)  
If we substract these, then there is only 4% class 1 in the plural 21/469  =4%) 
 
Singular: Tonal class 1 
 singular 1    30  
singular 1(a) plural  1 52  
singlar 1(a) plural 2a  5 
 1  2b  3 
 1  2c  44 
 1  2 52  
 1a  3a  16 
 1d/e  3d  5 
 1a/e  3e  14 
Total: 1  3 35  
 1b  4a  1 
 1a  4b  1 
 1a  4c  9 
 1a  4d  9 
 1  4 20  



Total 
singular 1  

     159 
(+30)= 
189 

 

 
 
Singular Tonal class 2 
singular 2    27  
singular 2 plural  1 10  
singlar  plural 2a  1 
 2a/b/c  2b  30 
   2c  35 
 2  2 67  
   3a  5 
   3d  2 
   3e  25 
Total:   3 32  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c  3 
   4d   
   4 3  
Total 
singular 2  

   112 
(+27)= 
139 

 

 
Singular Tonal class 3: 
singular 3   35  
singular  plural  1  6 
singlar  plural 2a  37 
   2b   
   2c   
 3  2 37  
   3a  17 
   3b   
   3c    4 
   3d  18 
   3e  32 
   3f/g    2 
Total: 3  3 73  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c  1 
 3a  4d  12 
 3  4 13  
Total 
singular 3 

   123 
(+35)= 
158 

 

 



Singular tonal class 4.  
singular 4   4  
singular  plural  1 5  
singlar  plural 2a   
   2b   
   2c  1 
 4  2 1  
   3a  7 
   3d  1 
   3e  2 
Total: 4  3 10  
   4a   
   4b   
   4c   
   4d   
 4  4 6  
Total 
singular 4 

   22 (+4)= 
26 

 

 



Tables 
CLASS 1 
Tucker and Mpaayei tonal classes (from dictionary); beware of transcription (not always 
consistent, sometimes our conventions sometimes T&Mp) Also final tones do not always print.    
Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
n klak   1a     urine 
 lelero    1a     youth young 

folf 
n jiata   1a     sifting (nom) 
n kirutoto  a 1a     surpise, fight 
en kutata 
akt 

  1a     running 

ma   1a     father 
e modoo   1a     blindness 
nan    1a     I, me 
 naarore  ore 1e     wrestling (from 

V) 
 rrata   1a     effort (a k) 
 arore    1a     hunting 
ol oilole   1a     bustle, business 
l prda   1a     meat preserved 

in fat 
 ramatei   ei  1e     cattle 

1management, 
cattle culture 

e ri kore    1c     leading 
(gerund) 

e rripore   ore 1e     guarding 
(gerund) 

e rripoto   1a     guarding, 
protection 

 sayata    1a     entreaty, 
marriage 
request (nom) 

 sapuko    1a     bigness, size 
         
         

mata   1a     top, heaven, 
above 

o siadi   1a     anus 
 slar    1e     scandal 
e snkureio   1e     guile 
                                                      
1 from aramat  “to tend cattle”  



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e supatio    1e     goodness 
tatn   1a     right hand side 
n tidya   1a     smallpox 
l tanakarei   1b     populace 
en turoto   1a     digging, 

cultivation 
   1a     the establishing 

ceremony for 
warriors 

approximate count: 30…  no plurals, mostly nominalizations and mass nouns, + fatyher, me urine,  
 lknya  a 1a i lukny  1a  head 
m pr mpr  1a mpri i 1a  water whole 
n aio naio o 1a naii i 1a  honey(beer) 
n m   1a in eemi  1a  fat piece of 

meat 
n ktk   1a in kutukie  1a ie mouth, 

language 
al akra   1a lakr  1a  star 
e lka  elka a 1a ilk  1a ilk head 
 lnyua  a 1a lnyk k 1a ok tail hairs 
 mta   a 1a  mt  1a  entrails 

l m     1a l mi i 1a  ox 
e mowuo   a 1a  mowuarak arak 1a  horn 
l maeri  i 1d l maer  1a  tick 
e muur   1a i muurri i 1a  water hole 
 mkar  ar 1a  mkata  ata 1a  brewing 
 awa    1a  awaitie  itie 1a itie udder 
l br   1a l oborri i 1a  skin, hut 
 oroyoni  ani 1e 

(irr) 
 oroyok ak 1a  woman, wife 

(often pej.) 
l papta   a 1a l papt  1a  hair 
m pr   1a im poori  i 1a  stony place, 

eroded land 
ol purkel   1a il purkeli  i 1a  dry steppes, wet 

season pasture 
 sa  i 1a  sa   1a  sand 
n tmnmi    1d tmnk  1a  woman who 

just had a baby 
n dule    1a indule n n 1b  flute 
n irra    1a in ira n n 1b  half calabash, 

bowl 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
l kndi    1a l kndi  n n 1b  hartebeest 
l maasani    1f l maasai   1b  the Maasai 
l paeki  i 1a l pae  k  1b  maize 
 sidai   1a i sida  n  1b  ostrich 
ol tuala   1a il tuala n  1b  bell 

m barta  mbarta a 1a mbarta n n 1b2 mbarta n horse 
ol kunoni  i 1c il kunono  o 1c ilkunono  blacksmith 
lal    1a lalta ta 1c  calves/enclosure
l marsamua   1e 

1c?3
l marsamua  1c  maggot in nose 

of animal 
l m   1a l mooii   ii 1c  something left 

over 
e muro    1a i muroii   ii 1c  hind leg 
 ap    1a  apta ta 1c  post 
ol toilo   1a il toiloi  1c  voice 
en tulelei   1f in tulele   1c  Sodom apple 
o rripie   1a i rripieta  

i rripie  n  
ta 
n 

1c4 
1 b 

 guard-hut 
(from a rrip) 

 maatai    4a l maat  1d 
1c? 

l maat locust 

l aramt   1a l aramta a 1e l aramta tongs 

l mnani   ani 1f il mna  1e il mna corpse, ghost 
e mrata  a (l) 1d l mratar r 1e  circumcision 

o sipolio    1a i sipolio   1e  initiate (male) 
e sipolio    1a i sipolio  1e  initiate (fem) 
52 nouns: 1 (sg) ( 1 (plural) 
H L H  1a H  2a HL  
m bata embata  a 1a mbat  2a imba t side 
n k   1a in k  2a  knee 
nk ana nkana na 1a nkak k 2a  arm 
en kukuo   a 1a in kuk  2a  charcoal 
e oki   i 1a  ok  2a  sin, offense 
    L HL   2b H L (l)   
 lp   1a lpa a 2b  full-grown fem. 
ol mrijoi   1a l morijo  2b  poison arrow 

tree, senior 
warrior 

                                                      
2 differene between 1 b and 1 c: 1 b are all closed syllables (but maasai)  1c, are open syllables.) 
3 we have not find any class 1e nouns, they seem to behave like class 1c 
4 good example for the distribution of 1b/1c H HL)  



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
l musunkui  i 1a il musunku   2b  European 
    L (L) H  2b H L L   

m bala   1a m balaa a 2c  chest (irregular 
meaning sg.pl) 

m bolata  a 1a m blat  2c  holding (nom) 
bOl 

n duaata  a 1a induaat  2c  sight, seeing 
n k taata  a 1e n ktaat  2c  shelter 
n krraata  a 1a n krraat  2c  sleeping 
n kdmata  a 1a n kdimat  2c  ability 
nk ai  i 1a ink aitin tin 2c  rain, sky, god 
nk alm nk alm  1a il alma  a 2c il alma knife 
nkpaata  a 1a nkpaat  2c  dance before 

raid 
nkata  a 1a n katitin itin 2c  time, period, 

season 
al ae   1b la  2c  calf 
en doio   1a ldoio   2c  hill 
ol bitir   1a ilbitiro  a 2c  wart hog 
ol kitikoto olkitkoto o 1a ilkitikot  2c ilkitikot path 
l bn   1a lbna a 2c  bag 
l doio   1a ildoio   2c  mountain 
l kitikoto  a 1a il kitikot  2c  path 
 amata   a 1a amat  2c  notch 
l at   1a l atu  2c  lion 
l jp   1a l jpa  2c  tongue 
aata  
ata 

  1a aat  2c  plain, flat open 
country, 
wilderness 

enk opiro    1a nk opir  2c  feather, “rank 
and file”  

l pdjata    1a l pdjat  2c  corner 
m pidjata   1a m pdjat  2c  point 
ol ponoto   1a l pnot  2c  ear markings 
em pukukunoto   1f im pukunot  2c  sort, kind, 

species 
 raata    1a  raat  2c  singing dancing 

a ra 
 rata    1a  rat  2c  boundary, 

space, interval 
e rukoto   1a i rukot   2c  flowing, safari 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e rpata   1a  rpat  2c  heap (a rp) 
 spata    1a  spat   2c  truth 
 srata    1a  srat  2c  mark, line, 

writing 
e sirit    1a i sirito   2c  band, division 

of warriors 
o soit   1a i soito   2c  stone, rock 
n tarei   1a n tare  2c  flock, herd 
n tawuo   1a n tawua  2c  heifer 
entolu   1a in toluo  2c  axe 
l tm   1a l tma   2c  elephant 
n tnata   1a in tnat  2c  sitting place, 

sitting 
en turoto   1a in turot  2c  digging, chalk 
ol turoto   1a il turot  2c  puddle 
 walata    1a  walat  2c  answer (awal)  
lamal   1a lamala  a 2c, or 

3 e) 
lamala  
lamala  

deputation, 
band of initiates 

H  L  H  1a H L  3a H.. HL#  
n erai nrai i 1a nera  3a nra  child 
n k kuai  i 1a in kkua  3a  heavy shower, 

long rains 
ol kiyioi   i 1a il kiyio   3a  tear, alarm cry 
l maoi   1a l mao   3a  twin, close 

friend 
l mdai   1a l mda  3a  fool (see related 

forms) 
e monkoi   1a i monko  3a  lie 
ol munyei   1a il munyo  3a  beard 
l mrrani   1c il mrran  3a  warrior 
l sla   1a l sl  3a  branch, bough 
ol oito   1d 

(irr) 
il oik  3a  bone 

m palai   1d m pala   3a  subcutaneous 
tissue, paper 

o supuko   1a i supuki   3a  cool and 
wooded country 

en tito   1d in toye  3a  girl 
en tolit   1d il tolo  3a  bone marrow 
ol tuli   1d il tuli   3a  buttock 
 yyai   1a  yya  3a  porcupine 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
   1d L H L   3d H L H  

n krar   1e nkrarn n 3d nkrarn grave 
al asrai    1a l asuriaa  3d  snake 
l  maatnta    1f l maati  3d  enemy 
l mr   1a l mrin  3d  brand mark, 

branding iron 
l amatinta  nta 1f l amati  3d  enemy See 

l maatinta 
   1a L L L H  3e H L(+acc)  
 latia    1a  latiaritin ritin 3e  latiaritin the neighbours 
ol kibulekeny  e 1e il kibulekenyi i 3e  waterbuck 
l disi   1a ildiisiini  3e  district 

commisioner 
ol mokoe t   1b il mokoeti   3e  rations, ox kept 

for emrgence or 
future needs 

 mrnya  a 1e l mrnyani   3e  razor 
 eno   1a i enoritin  3e  cleverness, 

knwleged (from  
a enu 

m pkas    1a m pkasi n  3e  raiding force 
 sayet    1a i sayieti   3e  poison  
o sinkolio   1f i sinkilioitin  3e  song 
o sureei    1a i sureeni   3e  lump of meat 
l tamueyiai   1a l tamueyia  3e  sick person (rel) 
en toros   1a n tortosi   3e  garment of 

favour worn by 
warriors after 
vowing to win 
or die 

 yyai   1a  yoyain n 3e  porcupine 
t    1a  n t  3f  his mother 
H HL     H H HL  4a H H L  

ol poro r   1b il porori    4a  age set, half an 
age set 

    (H) H L L   4b (H) H L L   

al aimutiai   i 1a laimutia  4b  reed 
    L H  4c L H  

n umoto  a 1a inumot  4c  hollows, hole, 
well 

n jata  a 1a ijat  4c  entering 



Class 1 
Accusative 

 
Nominative 

  Plural 
Accusative 

 Plural 
class 

 
Nominative 

 

H L .. H]  1a      
e maata emaata a 1a imaat  4c imaat warrior’s 

village 
en kutoto  o 1a inkutot  4c  enclave, 

locality, ergion 
en tmata   1a ntmat  4c  summit 
l lata  a 1a l lat  4c  parition (nom) 
e muatata   1a i muatat  4c  sheep pen 
e nooto   1a i noot  4c  valley 
e seki    1a i sek  4c  olod man’s 

stick 
    H L H   4d H L H   

e rore t    1b  roreti   4d  lawn, place of 
short grass 

l duka   1a ldkai  4d  shop 
l marei   1a l marei  

l mareita  
 4d 

1c 
 family 

l mrrat   1a l mrrati   4d  spear butt 
enk oito   1a nk oitoi  4d  road 
m psai   1a m psai   4d  money 

(borrowing) 
o rorei   1a  rorei   4d  word 
 rrekkie   1a i rrekiei  4d  track, trail, 

spoor 
o sunkuroi   1a  sunkuro   4d  guileful person, 

hypocrite 



Class 2:  

                                                      
5 quite typically for nominalizations of adjectival predicates(2c) 
6 determinerless N 

Class 2         
Acc x ..H (l) Nom HL        
n drn   2c     redness5 
n olon   2c     strength 
 inoti   2b     true daughter 
keper   2a     heaven 
         
n kiborra   2d     whiteness 
en kijap   2b     coldness, wind 
n kirowuaj   2b     heat 
nkion   2b     life 
enkiui   2b     life, life force 
enkisoma   2b     study, school 
n krrna    2b     shame 
 moda 
 

  2b see a  
a mda and 
l mdai 

   foolishness, 
ignorance 

 nanai   2b     gentlesness, 
softness: from 
a nana 

 nayia     2b     craving for 
meat (on the 
part of lions 

nnc   2c     they, them 
ne    2c     he, him, her,.. 
ole    2c     yesterday 
oto    2c     mother of 
ol odua   2c     gall-bladder lit: 

that which is 
bitter 

m pdjan   2c     sharpness, 
courage 
from a piju 

m puaan    2c     survival, life 
em puruo    2a     smoke 
e rkan   2c     blackness 
ata   3d     wood, 6stick, 

(see altata) 
oni    2c     skin (lconi) 



Class 2 (continued) 
e sat    2b     salt hunger, 

craving for 
tobacco 

 waan   2c     lightness, 
brightness 

    [H   L[      ] H  
alalai  i 2b lala  1a  tooth, tusk 
n kirio   o 2c in kiri   1a  meat 
mb   2c mbooitie itie 1a  kraal, herd 
enk are   2a inkariak ak 1a  water/rivers 
nk aj i  enkaji  2c inkajijik k 1a inkajijik houses 
ol owuaru  u 2c il owuara  k ak 1b  beat of prey, 

lion skin 
headdress 

 sar   2a  sarta  1c  blood 
ol tim    2a il timito  1c  branches used.. 
n kma   2a n kmaitie itie 1c  fire 
l kukuri   2a il kukurto ta 1c  gourd for milk 
    (x) H (l)   H L  

n kt   2a inkiu  2a  cow, cattle 
l oret   2c l oreta   2b  blocked 

arrowhead for 
bleeding cattle 

em putet   2c im puteta   2b  tweezers, tongs 
al arasi  i 2b l ara  s  2b  rib 
 napa    2b  naaipa  2b 

3f 
 lake 

e remet   2c i remeta  2b  spear 
o reyiet   2c i reyieta   2b  river 
o saei    2b i sae n    2b  bead 
 sae i    2b  sae n  2b  bead, necklace 
 sayt   2c  sayeta   2b  presents to 

prospective 
father in law 



Class 2 continued 
n art   2c n arta a 2b   
n amk   2b n amka a 2b  sandal 
ntort   2c ltruta a 2b  friend (fem) 
l dkt   2c l dkta a 2b  curse 
n jnt   2c njta a 2b  the house (that 

which is 
entered 

n jpt   2c n jpta a 2b  wedge 
lat   2c lata a 2b  bridge 
e mud   2c i mudo  a 2b  afterbirth, 

kinship 
l aboli   i 2b l abolo  a 2b  fig tree,  
e oret   2c i oreta  a 2b  broom 
lkeri     2b il owuarak ak 2b  leopard 

(spotted) 
n kitok  k 2c in kituak ak 2b  woman 

from kitok (A) 
e moti   2c i motiook ak 2b  cooking pot 
e moti   2c il motiook ak 2b  tobacco pipe 
ol oiboni   (o))ni 2b il oibonok ak 2b  medicine man, 

diviner, ritual 
expert 

ol oo    2c il oo n 
il otie 

n 
tie 

2b 
1a 

 chest 

n kt   2c n kt n n 2b  small calabash 
al alae   2b l alara ra 2b   
ilconi    2c ilconito ta 2b  skin, hide 
ltr    2c ltorta ta 2b  friend(ms) 
n kn   2b nknta ta 2b  strap, thong, 

belt 
e yewna 
e yewnoto  

  2b 
1f 

i yewnot  2c  wish 

    kl   2c  milk 



Class 2 continued 
n deroni  ni 2b indero   2c  rat 
ol osoi  i 2b il oso  2c  rope 
    i motori   2c  soup 
    l mn  2c  speech, 

address, news 
l mn    i 2b l mn  2c  stranger, visitor 
enk opito   a 2c nk opit  2c  cord, string 
a remore    2a i remot  2c  spear thrust 
l ta   2a l tadja  2c  heart , spirit 
ltani    2c lkeek k 2c  tree 
lb   2c lb O 2c  chin 
e modiei   i 2b  modiok  ok 2c  cow dung 
l os   2a il oso a 2c  throat 
enker   2a n krra a 2c  sheep 
n kp   2a in kuapi i ( 2c  country, land 
enjore  enjore  2a in jorin in 2c  war 
en kine    2a in keneji  ji 2c  goat 
n kj   2c nkjek k 2c 

4c 
 foot, leg 

l kj   2c lkjek k 2c 
4c 

 river 

e murt   2a i murto  o 2c  neck, chief’s 
adviser 

en kue   2a in kueshi  shi 2c  skull, head 
en kume    2c il kumei  n shi

n 
2c  nose 

ol kipiei  i 2b il kipieu  u 2c  lung, lung 
troubles 

     2a    2c  vein, artery 
    (l) Hl   Nom: [H 

H(L) 
 

e mus   2a i musi i 3a  swarm 
nk l   2c nk oloi i 3a  sun, day 



Class 2 continued 

                                                      
7 relative clause structure (he who owns, they who own 
8 determinerless N 

enk omom   2c nk omomi  i 3a  face 
enk orion   2c ink orioi i 3a  back,  
e mua    2a i muain in 3a  color, sort, kind 
ldn    2b l di  niaa  3d  hyena (as 

adjective: 
lame) 

enkiomi    2b in kiomin n 3d  fate, extended 
family 

en kioroto  a 1f in kiorunot  3e in kiorunot giving 
l p   2c il p   3e il p  owner (ms)7 
n p   2c in p   3e  owner (fem.) 
l payian   2c l payani  i 3e  old man, 

husaban 
em pout   2c im pouti  i 3e  ditch, trough 

See empeut 
o risasi   2c i risansini  ni 3e  bullet, cartridge 
e ropiya   2c i ropiyani  ni 3e  two shilling 

piece 
e saani    2b i saanini  ni 3e  plate 
akni   2b akenini  

l takenini  
ni 3e  witness8 

e siankiki    2b i siankiki n n 3e  young woman, 
bride 

e siaau    2b i siaau n  n 3e  small gourd 
sukuul    2b i sukuuluni ni 3e  school  
en kualale   2c in kulalei n in 3e  wooden ear-

plug 
al ameyu  o 2a l ameyitin itin 3e  famine, 

drought 
n kya   2b nkyaitin itin 3e  death, disease 
n kwarie   2c nkwarietin itin 3e  night 
l sk   2c il oseki n in 3e  trick of the 

trade, short cut 
ndkya   2b ndukyani ni 3e  head 
n aseti   2b n asetini ni 3e  newspaper 



Class 2 continued 

 
Class 3: 
Class 3         
this pattern is very general ani 3b –ak  3c: but  killer arani (3a)  larak (4)  
n ra   n ra  3a     silence 

n oro   3a     anger 
n kyat   3a     breath 
n kr    3d     thirst 
kn nia 
akni 

  3e     laughter, amusement 
 

l mna    3d     contempt 
         
e mnyan   3d     white salt 
 mnyani   3d     good fortune, grace 
kakuyiaa     3e     grandfather, see lakuyia 
 amali   3d     difficulty, trouble (from V) 
 okieni    3d     redness 
 ida   3a     pride, joy from aida 
 rn     3e     butter 
l ijll   3e     drop of liquid 
enk oileelio 
enk oilioolo 

  3e     dew 

enk mn kwan   3e     one who dispises himeself 
enk omono    3e     form of prayer, worship 
l lli     3e     trouble, row 
l sa n    3f     the East 
ol ooro    3e     porridge 
l snk    3e     center part of a “manyata”  

n kalamu   2b n kalamuni ni 3e  pencil, pen 
nkardasi   2b nkarsasini  ni 3e  paper 
n kijiko   2b in kijikoni  ni 3e  spoon 
ol muaate    2b muateni  ni 3e  deserted site 
enk olopa    2b nk olopani  ni 3e  poisonous 

centipede 
e mueyan  n 2c i meyaritin riti

n 
3e  illness 

o leoti    i 2b ileot  4c  large firewood 
log 

nk    u 2c nk k k 4c  eye 
l dama     2a l damat t 4c  hillside,spur 



Class 3         
papa     3e     father, father’s brother 
m peo    3a     pierce 
m pt   3a     swelling of stomach 
e reko    3a     red ochre 
e ruko    3a     column on the march 

e sikar   3e     adornment 
e sir   3d     leather funnel for feeding 

calf 
s soouna    3e     smell of meat roasting 
s suma   3a     hunger 
n taani   3d     nearlness (from V) 
taani   3b     somebody 
n tipa   3a     evening 
ol tikana    3c     malaria 
em tuluumi     3e     old, dry dung 
ol wuaso    3d     pride (from a wuasa (to be 

proud) 
         
l tm   3d l toomi  1a  rampart 
l tani    3b l tanak  1a  person 
 matua   3a  matuan n 1d  piece, part, side 
 amu   u 3a  amin in 1d  plunder, loot, theft 
ol oo     3e l oon n 1d  country, tribal section 
e sile    3a i silen  1d  debt 
         
l kna  na 3a l k  2a  breast, teat 
alabrra    a 3e labr  2b  foam, froth 
alakwi    3d lakuyiak ak 2b  ancestor 
ol kuma    3d il kuman n 2b  club 
 nasaata   ita 3f  masa a   2b  treasure, pl wealth 
e motoroki   i 3e i mtrk  2b  duck 
ol oisotoo    aa 3e l oisotok k 2b  claw, nail, hoof 
l kri    3e l kr   2b 

3f 
 field, pasturage9 

i rinka    3d i rinka n   2b  club 
o sikiria    3a i sirko n   2b  donkey 
 sret   3d  srta  2b  chalk, paint on face.. 
e sita   3d i sita n  2b  fence 
l taka    3d  taka n  2b  warrior’s pigtail 
                                                      
9 relative clause structure 



Class 3         
n taleoi   3d n taleo  2b  magical charm, solemn 

ceremony 
n tapkai    3g n tapka  2b  flower 
en torroni   3d in torro k  2b  evil, bad feeling, trouble 
l tuaa     3e il tuaa n  2b  frog 
en tuaa     3e in tuaa n  2b  pregnant woman 
en turet   3d in tureta   2b  digging instrument 
e wueji    3a i wuejitin  2b  place 
nkaboboki  i 3e inkabobok k 2c  bark of tree 
nk alaoni  ni 3e nkalao   2c  ant 
ltata    3d nkeek  2c  twig, handle 
n daa    3a ndaiki iki  2c  food 
n kaarati  i 3e n kaarat  2c  phlegm 
l kdi  i 3e l kdo    2c  tail 
l kdni  i 3e l kido  2c  tail 
l kssati   i 3e l ksrat  2c  shower, short rains 
en kulupuoni  ni 3e in kulupuo

k 
k 2c  dust, earth 

e murua    3e i mura   2c  settlement area 
 aalati   i 3e iaalat  2c  quid (of tobacco) 
l jnani  ni 3c l ja  2c  fly 
e sekenkei    3e i sekenke   2c  large piece of iron 
e siiaai   3a i siaaitin  2c  work 
 skra     3e  skra   2c  cowry 
n toki   3a in tokitin  2c  thing 
ol tulet   3c il tuleta  2d  gourd in its natural state 
         

lba    3a l baa a 3a  wound injury, opinion 
ntrr    3a ntorroi  i 3a  spring of water 
n dapana    a 3e l dapan  3a  skin of goat 
l krrk   3a ilkurruki i 3a  crow 
l krm   3a il kurumi i 3a  anus, behind 
olkutu    3a il kutui i 3a  dummy, skin of dead calf 
 l     3a  lwa  wa 3a  man, male 
 l   3a  loi i 3a  shield 
ol moruo   3a l moruak k 3a  old man (adjective: the old 

one 
e udi   3a  udisin sin 3a  stick 
    l ikp  3a  crime 
l r    3a l oroi i 3a  he-goat 



Class 3         
nk k     3a nk ouaa  aa 3a  belly 
m pls   3a m polosi   3a  middle, center, loin 

((rekated to V) 
o sero    3a  seroi   3a  bush country, scrub 
o sesen   3a i seseni   3a  body 
 srua   3a i siruai  3a  eland 
embaysikili 
(S) 

  3a m basikili
ni  

ni 3c  bicycle 

alaba ani  ani 3b labaak ak 3c  doctor, healer  
al arik oni   3b l arikok ok 3c  tailor 
l malimui  i 3e l malimun

i 
ni 3c  teacher 

lbai   3a lbaikk kok 3d  bull 
l kla   3e l klani ni 3d  cloak 
n kla   3e n klani ni 3d  clothes, garmentcloak 
n kk  ak 3a in kiyiaa aa 3d  ear 
ol ku o o   3a il kuooo  3d  kid, lamb 
en kurma    3d in kurma  

n 
n 3d  cultivated fireld, grave 

ol meree   3a il mereei i 3d  ram 
ol oip   3a il oipi i 3d  shadow, politeness 
ol orere    3a il oreren n 3d  the people, community 
ol osowuan   3a il osowani i 3d  buffalo 
ol oyiote   e 3a il oyiotiaa aa 3d  riddle 
 sna   3a  snai  3d  castrated bull, pack-ox 
e supen   3a i supeni  3d  ewe 
e surutiai   3f i surutia  3d  womes’s scrolled earrings 
n takule   3a n takulen  3d  forearm 
n tarakue   3a n tarakuet

i 
 3d  impala 

n tasat   3a n tasati  3d  old woman (fom A) 
e wuaso    3a i wuason   3d  river 
nk atini   3e inkatinin n 3e  story 
enci     3d nci n n 3e  beer (from Kikiuyu) 
 nkat   3d nkati i 3e  wildebeest 
nkias   3d nkiaasi n n 3e  work 
nkitojo   3e in kitojo n n 3e  hare 
l kr   3e l kri  n n 3e  colombus monkey 
 leleo   3d i leleoni  ni 3e  potsherd, bborken gourd 



Class 3         
elukk   3a ilukukuni ni 3e  fowl, hen 
ol kumpau   3e ilkumpau  

n 
n 3e  tobacco 

l malaka   3e  malaka  3e  angel 
ol melil   3d il melili  i 3e  small spur or range of hills 
l mt   3d l meuti  i 3e  giraffe 
ol moirra   3a il moirra

ni  
ni 3e  thumb 

e motokaa    3e i motokaa
ni  

ni 3e  motor-car 

l maara   3e l maara
ni  

ni 3e  wage 

ol okidoi  i 3e l okidoo  3e  mud formed from rain and 
old dung 

ol okirisiai  i 3e il okirisia   3e  a small bush 
em peut   3c m peuti   3e  ditch, through 
 saam   3d i saami 

i saami  n
  

 3e  bridge 

 sarab   3d  sarabi n
  

 3e  mud 

 sampurumpuri    3e  sampuru
mpur 

 3e  butterfly (see sampu  

e stan   3d i stani   3e  witchcraft (Satan?) 
en tukutuk   3a in tunkutu

kuni  
 3e  motor cycle 

yieyio     3e i noo yieyi
o   

 3f  mother 10 

ol otoroki    ki 
i 

3e ol otoroi  
il otorok 

i 3g 
2b 

 bee 

         

l in  ni 3b l ik k 4c  bull, young warrior 
mbuku   3a imbukui i 4d  book 
n kampi   3a n kampii 

n kampin 
i 
n 

4d 
1d 

  

 mr   3a i miorri  i 4d  part of animal’s intestine 
 msa   3a  msai  i 4d  table 
al aat   3a l aati i 4d  coal fire 

                                                      
10 plural: those x (x is fem) who are mothers(nom) 



Class 3         
nk lat    3a nk lati   4d  needs requirements 
m parnat   3a m parnati   4d  permanent village 
l ta a   3a il taa  4d  lamp 
n tk   3a in tekei  4d  aeroplane 
ol too    3a l tooi  4d  barrel, pail 
en tudu    3a in tudui   4d  jigger 
 ma    3a  mai   4d  fork (from am : to heap 

together) 
\ 



 Class 4.  
Class 4         
l marua   4c     beer 
 nasirie    4c     early 

morning 
l a  m   4a     wilderness 
m prdd   4c     remnants, 

shreds 
         

e nuaaa    4e i nuaaai  i 1a  sheep 
l maati    i 4a l maat  1d  “ hopper” 
 mao      4a  maon  

 mao 
n 
i 

1d 
4d 

 ceremony, 
feast 

o sinkirri     4a  snkr  1d  fish 
o suyani     4a i suyan  1d  wild dog 
         

en kilinta     4a en kilinitani  ni 2c  little finger 

         

nda p   4a ndapi i 3a  palm of the 
hand 

ldia    4a ildiain in 3a  dog 
ol mosorri     i 4a l mosor  3a  egg 
e muny   4a i munyi  i 3a  rhino 
e ues   4a i uesi  i 3a  wild animal 
e so s   4a i sosi   3a  matting, 

screen 
en ti m   4a in timi   3a  forest 
e motonyi    4a il motonyi  3d  bird 

en tereet   4d in tereeti   3e  pot 
en turkulu     4a in turkuluni   3e  dove 
         
    i siarpid  4c  tatters 

l arurumi   i 4b l arurum  4d  maneless 
lion 

l oinoi   4a l ii  4d  maggot 
 noo s   4e i noosi   i 4e  wooden 

container 
(NB tone 
on D is h) 

ol pu l   4a ilpuli    4e  place where 
warriors 



slaughter 
cattle11 

 sa a     4e isaai    4e  watch 12 
 
 

                                                      
11 plural determiner has high tone 
12 determiners have high tone 


