principles behind the alphabet, and he worked to ensure that computer fonts of the alphabet would be widely available. The current vibrant state of the IPA is part of Peter’s legacy. 

Over his career, he produced 10 books and over 140 other publications. Among the books not mentioned above are Elements of Acoustic Phonetics (2 editions), Preliminaries to Linguistic Phonetics, and Vowels and Consonants (2 editions). He was working on “Representing Linguistic Phonetic Structure” in 2006. 

Peter was also a dedicated and successful teacher. His classroom teaching at UCLA, from introductory linguistics to advanced graduate courses, was always exemplary. His 20 PhD students included such influential figures as Vicki Fromkin, John Ohala, Ian Maddieson, Louis Goldstein, and Cathe Browman. His textbook A Course in Phonetics, which recently released its fifth edition, is the standard in phonetics. It has been one of the most successful textbooks in the field of linguistics, having trained multiple generations of linguists. It draws on his extensive fieldwork experience and has shown generations of students the richness of linguistic sounds. Peter developed computer-based teaching materials for this and other courses, materials now used on-line all over the world. He valued the daily interactions in the Phonetics Lab as an important aspect of his mentoring. In Ian Maddieson’s words, “Peter’s legacies include more than his writing - they include the development of a teaching style and the creation of the UCLA Phonetics Laboratory.” As Peter put it in the career summary on his website, “For me, the people mattered more than the equipment”. Peter created a lab that remains a model of camaraderie, intellectual challenge and pragmatism. 

Among the ways in which his contributions have been honored by colleagues are: a 1972 Distinguished Teaching Award from the UCLA Alumni Association; the 1985 Festschrift edited by Vicki Fromkin, Phonetic Linguistics: Essays in Honor of Peter Ladefoged for his 60th Birthday; the UCLA College of Letters and Sciences Faculty Award in 1991; the Gold Medal at the XIIth International Congress of Phonetic Sciences; a D. Lit. degree from the University of Edinburgh in 1993; the Silver Medal in Speech Communication of the Acoustical Society of America in 1994; a

Doctor of Science degree from Queen Margaret University College, Edinburgh in 2002; and the special session "Phonetic Linguistics: Honoring the contributions of Peter Ladefoged" at the October 2005 meeting of the Acoustical Society of America. He was president of the Linguistic Society of America in 1978, and of the International Phonetic Association in 1985. 

Although Peter retired in 1991, he never stopped working. At the time of his death, he was active as a Research Linguist at UCLA, especially with his NSF grant “Broadening Access to UCLA Phonetic Data,” as one of three editors of the Journal of the International Phonetic Association; as a council member of the International Phonetic Association, and as an Adjunct Professor of Linguistics at USC.    
by Pat Keating, with help from Dani Byrd 
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The last fieldwork.  Peter with Peri Bhaskararao and a group of native 

speaker consultants assisting them in their research on Toda.  

Photo taken at Kiawiarth Villa on January 22, 2006









