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Assignment #2: rules with constraints 
based on Week 2’s material 

due Friday, Oct. 14 in hard copy to Kie’s mailbox in Campbell 3125 (office closes at 5 PM) 

 

Background and notes 

• The data here are partial Korean verb paradigms, from Park 2012. 

• The transcriptions stop several rules short of the actual pronunciations, so most of these words actually sound fairly different. 

 

Instructions and tips 

• Account for the data by proposing... 

� underlying forms for the roots and affixes 

� phonological rules 

� constraints that could be at work as triggers or blockers, which may allow you to simplify your rules 

� orderings of the rules, where necessary 

• Write up your solution in prose 

� This doesn’t mean what you turn in has to be long! 

� But it does mean that it should be comprehensible to someone who doesn’t know anything about Korean and doesn’t have this 

document. 

� Incorporate derivations of representative forms into the text as necessary to illustrate your analysis, and explain what they are supposed 

to show. Don’t just give one giant table of derivations for the reader to puzzle through. 

� It’s a good habit to give each rule a name rather than a number. 

� The example numbering is for your convenience when you meet to discuss the assignment. Don’t use the numbers in your write-up 

(that is, don’t make me go look up the item in this document!). 

� Make sure you discuss how your constraints work: which are triggers and which blockers? Are there cases where you have to 

prioritize rules, or prioritize constraints? Places where you have to add in some extra assumptions to get thing to work? 

 

Tips/hints 

• The double lines in the table group together roots that behave similarly 

• I tried to arrange the affixes from easiest on the left to hardest on the right, so you might want to attack them in that order. 

• You’ll need one rule that picks out a set of vowels not easily described using features. You can just use { } and list the IPA symbols. For 

other rules, use features as much as possible. 

• Don’t forget that a root or affix has the same underlying form every time, and that each form is subject to the same rules, in the same 

order. 

• Don’t seek out additional Korean verb data; it will only make things harder. I carefully selected these items to avoid certain complications.  
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dictionary 

form 
‘and V’ 

declarative  

I present 

imp. III 

pres. 

modifier 

pres. 

mod. 

past 

mod. 

future 
gloss 

1. tʃ͡ʌkta tʃ͡ʌkko tʃ͡ʌkʌ tʃ͡ʌkʌla tʃ͡ʌknɨn tʃ͡ʌkɨn tʃ͡ʌkɨl write 

2. mitta mitko mitʌ mitʌla mitnɨn mitɨn mitɨl believe 

3. sumta sumko sumʌ sumʌla sumnɨn sumɨn sumɨl hide 

4. sinta sinko sinʌ sinʌla sinnɨn sinɨn sinɨl wear 

5. it͡ʃta itʃ͡ko itʃ͡ʌ itʃ͡ʌla itʃ͡nɨn itʃ͡ɨn itʃ͡ɨl forget 

6. namta namko nama namala namnɨn namɨn namɨl remain 

7. tatta tatko tata tatala tatnɨn tatɨn tatɨl close 

8. makta makko maka makala maknɨn makɨn makɨl block 

9. nænohta nænohko nænoha nænohala nænohnɨn nænohɨn nænohɨl put out 

10. sʌta sʌko sʌ sʌla sʌnɨn sʌn sʌl stand 

11. kʰjʌta kʰjʌko kʰjʌ kʰjʌla kʰjʌnɨn kʰjʌn kʰjʌl turn on 

12. kʌnnʌta kʌnnʌko kʌnnʌ kʌnnʌla kʌnnʌnɨn kʌnnʌn kʌnnʌl cross 

13. kata kako ka kala kanɨn kan kal go 

14. sata sako sa sala sanɨn san sal buy 

15. tʰata tʰako tʰa tʰala tʰanɨn tʰan tʰal ride 

16. ota oko wa wala onɨn on ol come 

17. pota poko pwa pwala ponɨn pon pol see 

18. pæuta pæuko pæwʌ pæwʌla pæunɨn pæun pæul learn 

19. pakkuta pakkuko pakkwʌ pakkwʌla pakkunɨn pakkun pakkul chanɡe 

20. tʃ͡uta tʃ͡uko tʃ͡wʌ tʃ͡wʌla tʃ͡unɨn tʃ͡un tʃ͡ul give 

21. nanuta nanuko nanwʌ nanwʌla nanunɨn nanun nanul divide 

22. seuta seuko sewʌ sewʌla seunɨn seun seul stand 



UCLA Ling 200A, Phonological Theory I. Kie Zuraw, Fall 2016      3 

23. ssɨta ssɨko ssʌ ssʌla ssɨnɨn ssɨn ssɨl write 

24. ɛssɨta ɛssɨko ɛssʌ ɛssʌla ɛssɨnɨn ɛssɨn ɛssɨl try 

25. kʰɨta kʰɨko kʰʌ kʰʌla kʰɨnɨn kʰɨn kʰɨl grow 

26. ttɨta ttɨko ttʌ ttʌla ttɨnɨn ttɨn ttɨl float 

27. akkita akkiko akkjʌ akkjʌla akkinɨn akkin akkil save 

28. allita alliko alljʌ alljʌla allinɨn allin allil let know 

29. pita piko pjʌ pjʌla pinɨn pin pil be empty 

30. nupta nupko nuwʌ nuwʌla nupnɨn nuun nuul lie 

31. kupta kupko kuwʌ kuwʌla kupnɨn kuun kuul roast 

32. topta topko towa towala topnɨn toun toul help 

33. tʃ͡ista tʃ͡isko tʃ͡iʌ tʃ͡iʌla tʃ͡isnɨn tʃ͡iɨn tʃ͡iɨl make 

34. pusta pusko puʌ puʌla pusnɨn puɨn puɨl stick 

35. ista isko iʌ iʌla isnɨn iɨn iɨl connect 

36. kʌlta kʌlko kʌlʌ kʌlʌla kʌnɨn kʌn kʌl hang 

37. milta milko milʌ milʌla minɨn min mil push 

38. ulta ulko ulʌ ulʌla unɨn un ul cry 

39. tɨlta tɨlko tɨlʌ tɨlʌla tɨnɨn tɨn tɨl raise 

40. salta salko sala salala sanɨn san sal live 

41. alta alko ala alala anɨn an al know 

42. tolta tolko tola tolala tonɨn ton tol turn 

43. molta molko mola molala monɨn mon mol steer 
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