Assignment #1: Palauan.
Data from Josephs (1990)'

Due Friday, Jan. 16 (put a hard copy in my mailbox, Campbell 3125 before the office closes)

Directions

Account for the alternations in the verb paradigms below. This involves deciding on...

0 underlying forms for all the roots [you don’t have to list them all in your write-up

though] and affixes [do list all of them].

O rules and their order
The data don’t make any particular grand theoretical point; they’re just a good place to
practice figuring out underlying forms and alternations, and formulating rules.
To keep things simple I’ve restricted the data to verbs that begin with certain consonants.
This makes it harder to decide on an underlying form for the transitive prefix, though. /mal-/
should work, but feel free to pick something else.
Write up your analysis in prose form (like a Short paper). Lead the reader through the
analysis: “The basic stress rule of Palauan is ... which can be seen in these forms: ... Stress is
different, however, in the following forms ... because ... as seen in the following derivation:”
For each rule, describe in prose what it does (in addition to writing it out in rule notation) and
give it a brief, mnemonic name (e.g., “Rounding Harmony”). In your discussion and
derivations, refer to the rule by its name, not by a number or abbreviation—this is much
easier on the reader.

0 Feel free to get fancy with features and abbreviatory devices. This is where the prose

description will be especially helpful, in case I can’t quite understand your notation.

The row numbers in the data below are for your convenience when you have group
discussions. When talking about a form in your writeup, please write it out in full (or copy
and paste from this document)—pretend the reader doesn’t have this document and can’t
look up the data.
Stress is predictable in this language, so you should formulate a rule or rules to account for it.
You can use [stress] as a feature: stressed vowels are [+stress] and everything else is [—stress].
It’s not totally predictable in Palauan where a [o] will delete and where it will persist, so
don’t try to account for the deletions. If you have a derivation where a [9] deletes, just invoke
at that point a sporadic rule of schwa deletion.
In addition to prefixes and suffixes, Palauan has infixes, which are inserted after the first
consonant of the stem. For this assignment, you can assume that the morphology has put the
infix in the correct place before the phonology begins. For example, if you had a root /tabk/
and the infix /-m-/, the phonology would receive the underlying representation /t+m+abk/.
I have put in bold some representative forms that you should be sure your analysis accounts
for. It’s a good idea to do derivations for all those forms (at least mentally) to make sure your
solution works. But don’t include all those derivations in your writeup—to keep it from
getting too long you’ll have to select the most illustrative derivations to show.
The order in which the data are presented is meant to be helpful. Try coming up with a
solution for the first group, then modifying it once you run into a form that behaves
differently, etc. Your write-up doesn’t have to follow that order, though it can if you like.
Remember the basics: each morpheme (whether root or affix) has a single, unchanging
underlying representation, and (except for sporadic schwa deletion) the same rules apply in
the same order in all derivations!

Josephs, Lewis S. (1990) New Palauan-English dictionary. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
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Data notes

e [’ve suppressed all the consonant allophony, so real Palauan doesn’t sound quite like this.

e Acute accent marks main stress.

e The prefix here is cognate with the Malay one we saw in class. It has other allomorphs (may-
and om-), but to keep things manageable I’ve restricted this assignment to the mal- words.

e [ hope you won’t be put off by the large amount of data—it’s there to make the problem
easier (many examples of each generalization).

transitive verb perf. (3" pl. perf. (3" sg. perf. (3 pl. perfective V gloss
non-human obj., past) non-human (3" sg. obyj.,
obj., past) obj., pres.) present)

1. molakl oilakl oiloklii omakl ooklii bury
2. molanas dilanos dilonosii Omanos donasii look up at
3. molan? dilan? dilon?ii Oman? don?ii set aside
4. molasa? 0ilasa? 0ilsa?ii Omasa? 0059?11 chop
5. molata? pilata? pilta?ii Ymata? nota?ii clean
6. molatk lilatk lilotkii Imatk lotkii remember
7. moléa?al 0ila?al Oilo?alii Omarol do?olii lie in wait
8. moldoa? 1il6da? niloa?ii nmaooa? 1003?ii change
9. moalolk oilolk Oilalkii omolk Oolkii kick
10. mol6?a0 til6 200 tilo?00ii tm6?00 t0?2001ii stick into
11. mol6?ad 1116220 lilo?20i1 Im6?00 lo?0di1 break
12. molé?at lilé?at lilo?atii Imé?at lo?atii tie, wind around
13. molédas lilédas lildasii Imédas lodasii (chicken) peck at
14. molukad niltikod pilkodii ymukod nukooii pay (fine)
15. moalind tilano tilondii tmund tundii prick
16. molutk tilutk tiltkii tmutk tutkii point at
17. malu?sl tila?ol tilo?alii tmu?al tu?olii carry on head
18. molu?as lilu?as lilo?osii Imu?os lu?osii wirte
19. molti?os sila?os silo?osii smu?os su?osii prop open
20. moalidol yilidal piloalii ymidol nioalii lift
21. molikod nilikod nilokodii ymikod nikodii make (fishnet)
22. molikos silikos silokasii smikos sikosii pole
23. molila? oilila? oilla?ii Omila? dila?ii dip
24. molilt pililt piloltii pmilt piltii choose
25. moligot tilinit tilonotii tminot tinotii stop up
26. molita? tilita? tilto?ii tmito? tito?ii wedge
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27. moliik piliik pilikii ymiik pikii remove

28. moléel Oiléel oilelii Oméel omelii nail

29. mol6o? til6o? tilo?ii tmo6o? tmo?ii pre-chew for
30. molées Oilaes oilesii Omaes Omesii criticize

31. molais silais silisii smais exceptional delouse

32. maldod tildod tilodii tmaod tmodii spear

33. molau? dilau? oilu?ii Omau? ou?ii cut

34. moliakl tiliakl tiliklii tiakl tiklii tie knot in
35. moliokl niliokl piliklii niokl piklii cook

36. malokédok Oilokédok Oilokodokii ookéeoak 00kodokii cover

37. molokétok tilokétok tilokotokii tokétok tokotokii construct
38. molokddok Oilokodok Oilokoookii 0okdook dokodokii cut

39. molokdsak silokosok silokosakii sokdsak sokasokii cut

40. molontul dilonaul dilonulii donuul donulii ridicule

41. molonara? Oilonara? Oilonara?ii 0onara? donara?ii lay down
42. molanarénar Oilogarénar Oilonaranoarii donarénar donaranarii egg on

43. mologosakl dilonosakl dilonosaklii donosakl donosoklii seek shaman

This might be a good place to try to formalize what you have above, then take a break. The next bunch of data

may have you scratching your head for a while till you spot the reason they’re different.

44. malabd tilabo tiloboii tuabo tobaii skin

45. molabok nilabok pilobokii yuabok nobakii iron

46. molabok tildbok tilobakii tudbok tobokii patch

47. molalom dilalom Oillomii dudlom dolomii plant

48. molamaot tilamot tilomotii tudmot tomatii straighten
49. molamk tildmk tilomkii tuamk tomkii shave

50. malaml pilaml pilomlii puaml nomlii cut

51. molanab dilanob dilonabii dudnab donabii cover

52. mola?ab tila?ob tilo?obii tud?ob to?abii prick

53. moalébos 0ilébos Oilobasii ouébas 0obasii cut

54. molémad nilémod nilomadii Juémad nomodii wash off
55. molétom pilétom piltomii puétom notomii lick

56. moalélom gap pilolmii gap nolmii make (self) alert
57. malé?ob tilé2ob tilo?obii tué?ob to?abii remove
58. maloba? 0iloba? 0ilba?ii o0uoba? 0oba?ii chop down
59. molibak dilibak dilobakii ouibok oibokii kick away
60. moliba? 01liba? O1lobo?ii Ouiba? 01ba?ii invent

61. molikm tilikm tilokmii tuikm tikmii overstuff
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62. malimot pilimot pilomotii puimot nimotii bail

63. malidiim 0ilidiim 0ilidimii 0i0iim 0i0imii spray

64. moliim Oiliim Oilimii ouiim oimii spray

65. molobdobs dilobdobs dilobdabsii 00boobs 0oboobsii keep objecting
66. molobadébok Oilobodébok Oilobodobokii | dobadébok dobadobakii think about
67. molobddab 0ilobodab Oilobodabii 0obd0ab dobadobii weigh

68. molomall tilomall tilomollii tomall tomollii break

69. molomédom Oilomédom Oilomodomii domédom domodomii level

70. molomadémok | dilomodémok | dilomodomokii | domoadémok domoadomokii | soften

71. malomélom lilomo6lom lilomoalomii lom6lom lomalomii lay down
72. molombdsom silom6som silomosomii somosom somasomii tie up

73. molomdtom tilomo6tom tilomotomii tomotom tomatomii clear

74. molobedkl Oilobeakl (irregular) Oobeakl dobeklii curse

In case you’re curious how much more of this there is, [ omitted...
e as mentione above, stems that begin with other consonants

e stems with initial CC
e stems with initial V
e stems with final V

e certain cases where second C is a glottal stop

e various oddballs and exceptions
because they do additional, interesting things!
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