Assignment #1: Palauan.
Data from Josephs (1990)1
Due Friday, Oct. 2 (put a hard copy in my mailbox, Campbell 3125 by 5 PM)
Items in red have been corrected since initial posting

Directions

Account for the alternations in the verb paradigms below. This involves proposing...

o underlying forms for all the roots and affixes

o rules and their order
Write up your analysis in prose form (like a short paper). Don’t turn in your notes or
scratchwork. Don’t just list rules and then give a bunch of derivations. Rather, lead the reader
through the analysis: “The basic stress rule of Palauan is ... which can be seen in these
forms: ... Stress is different, however, in the following forms ... because ... as seen in the
following derivation:”
For each rule, describe in prose what it does (in addition to writing it out in rule notation) and
give it a brief, mnemonic name (e.g., “Rounding Harmony”). In your discussion and
derivations, refer to the rule by its name, not by a number or abbreviation—this is much
easier on the reader.
The row numbers in the data below are for your convenience when you have group
discussions. When talking about a form in your writeup, please write it out in full (or copy
and paste from this document)—don’t just refer to a form by its row number or gloss so that I
have to go look it up.
Stress is predictable in this language, so you should formulate a rule to account for it. You
can use [stress] as a feature: stressed vowels are [+stress] and everything else is [—stress].
It’s not totally predictable in Palauan where a [o] will delete and where it will persist, so
don’t try to account for the deletions. If you have a derivation where a [9] deletes, just invoke
at that point a sporadic rule of schwa deletion.
I have put in bold some representative forms that you should be sure your analysis accounts
for. (In future it will be up to you to notice the crucial types of form.) It’s a good idea to do
derivations for all those forms (at least mentally) to make sure your solution works. But don’t
include all those derivations in your writeup—to keep it from getting too long you’ll have to
select the most illustrative derivations to show.
The order in which the data are presented is meant to be helpful. Try coming up with a
solution for the first group, then modifying it once you run into a form that behaves
differently, etc. Your write-up doesn’t have to follow that order, though it can if you like.
Remember the basics: each morpheme (whether root or affix) has a single, unchanging
underlying representation, and the same rules apply in the same order in all derivations!

Data notes

I’ve suppressed all the consonant allophony, so real Palauan doesn’t sound quite like this.
Acute accent marks main stress.

The prefix here is cognate with the Malay one we saw in class. It has other allomorphs (moz-
and om-), but to keep things manageable I’ve restricted this assignment to the mo/- words.

'Josephs, Lewis S. (1990) New Palauan-English dictionary. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
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transitive verb perfective V perf. (3 pl. | perf. (3" sg. perf. (3" pl. gloss
(3 sg. obj., non-human obj., past) non-human
present) obj., pres.) obj., past)

1. molékl doklii Omakl oiloklii oilakl bury
2. molénes donosii Omanos Oilonosfi Oilanos look up at
3. molayn? don?ii Oman? dilon?ii 0ilan? set aside
4. molaso? 00sa?ii Omasa? Oilso?ii 0ilaso? chop
5. molato? notoii pmata? nilta?ii pilato? clean
6. molatk lotkii Imatk lilotkii lilatk remember
7. mola?ol do?alii Oma?ol oilo?olii 0ila?al lie in wait
8. mol6da? poda?ii gmobda? pilda?ii nil6da? change
9. moaldlk oolkii omolk oilolkii 0ilolk kick
10. mal6?20 to?001i tm6?00 tilo?o0fi til6 700 stick into
11. mol6?00 lo?001i Im67?00 lilo?001i 1il6?00 break
12. molikad yukodii ymukod yilkodii nilikad pay (fine)
13. molind tundii tmuind tilonofi tiltind prick
14. molutk tutkii tmutk tiltkdi tilatk point at
15. malu?al tu?alii tmu?ol tilo?alii tilarol carry on head
16. moli?os lu?osii Imu?os lilo?asfi lili?os wirte
17. moli?os su?osii smu?os silo?asii sili?os prop open
18. molidal pidalii gmidal pildalii pilidal lift
19.
20. moalikad nikodii ymikad nilokodii nilikod make (fishnet)
21. molikas sikosii smikas silokosii silikos pole
22. malila? Oilo?ii Omilo? Oilla?ii dilila? dip
23,
24, molilt piltii ymilt pilaltii pililt choose
25. moalinot tigotii tminot tilonotii tilinit stop up
26. molito? tito?ii tmito? tilto?fi tilito? wedge
27. moliik pikii gmiik pilikii piliik remove
28.
29. molabd tobdii tuébd tilobofi tilabod skin
30. moalabok nobokii nyuibok nilobokii pildbok iron
31. molabok tobok{i tudbok tilobokii tilabok patch
32. moldlom dolomii dudlom Oillomii dildlom plant
33. moldmot tomotii tudmot tilomotii tildmot straighten
34.
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35. moalamk tomkii tudmk tilomk{i tilamk shave

36. molaml pomlii puaml pilomlii pilaml cut

37. molanab donabii duanab dilonobii dilangob cover

38. mola?ab to?abii tud?ob tilo?obii tila?ob prick

39. molébas dobasii Oduébos dilobosii dilébos cut

40. molémod nomadii yuémod pilomodii nilémad wash off
41. molétom gotomii guétom piltom{i pilétom lick

42. molé?ab to?abii tué?ob tilo?obii tilé?ob remove

43. moloba? doba?ii dudba? dilba?ii diloba? chop down
44. molibak dibokii Ouibak dilobakii dilibak kick away
45. moliba? diba?ii duiba? diloba?ii 0iliba? vinvent

46. molikm tikmii tuikm tilokmii tilikm overstuff
47. molimat pimotii puimot pilomatii pilimot bail

48. moliim Oimii Oufim Oilimii Oiliim spray

49. molidiim 0idimfi 0idiim 0ilidimii 0ilidfim spray

50. molidkl tiklii tidkl tiliklii tilidkl tie knot in
51. moalidkl piklii niokl piliklii niliokl cook

52. molb6e? tibe?di tiboe? tilbe?ii tilboe? touch lightly
53. malb6id tibiofi tib6id tilbidii tilb6id press trigger
54. molkéis dikisii dikéis dilkisii dilkéis place on slant
The next four items can be analyzed as idiosyncratically undergoing a sporadic schwa- insertion rule:

55. molbbtb tibotbii tib6tb tilobotbii tilobotb divide

56. malmors pimorsii nimors pilomarsii pilomors extract

57. malmétm timotmii timdétm tilomotmii tilométm suck in

58. molniso? dinosatii diniso? dilonosa?ii dilonisa? open

59. moalabddbs Odobdabsii 0obddbs dilobdobsii dilobddbs keep objecting
60. molobadébok dobadabokii dobadébok dilobodabokii dilobodébok think about
61. malobdoab dobadabii 0ob6dab Oilobadabii dilob6dab weigh

62. molokédok dokodokii dokédak dilokodokii dilokédok cover

63. molokétok tokotokii tokétok tilokotokii tilokétok construct
64. molok6ook dokodokii 0ok60ok Oilokodokii Oilok6dok cut

65. molokdsok sokosokii sokdsok silokosok{i silokdsok cut

66. molomall tomollii tomall tilomollii tilomall break

67. molomédom domodomii domédom dilomodomii dilomédom level

68. molomodémok | domodomokii | domadémok | dilomodomokii | dilomodémok | soften

69. malomoélom lomolom{i lomélom lilomalomii lilomdlom lay down
70. molomdsom somasomii somdsom silomoasomii silomdsom tie up
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71. molométom tomotomii tomoétom tilomotomii tilométom clear

72. molonara? donora?ii donara? dilonara?ii Oilonara? lay down
73. molonarénor donarangarii donarénar Oilogoranorii dilogorénor €gg on

74. molonosakl donasaklii donasakl dilonasaklii dilonasakl seek shaman
75. molobedkl Oobeklii Oobedkl Oilobaklii Oilobedkl curse

76. moloniul donulii dontiul Oilonulii Oiloniul ridicule

77. mala?olbakl tu?olboklii tu?olbakl tilo?olboklii tilo?olbakl dive into
78. moala?alokl tu?oloklii tu?olokl tilo?oloklii tilo?olokl move away
79. mola?oli?as lu?ol?asii lu?oli?os lil?al?osfii lil?alda?os keep writing
80. molo?omakl tu?omoklii tu?omakl til?omoklii til?omakl stuff in

81. molo?orakl tu?araklii tu?orakl til?oroklii tilo?orakl hook

82. mala?asokl su?osoklii su?osokl silo?osaklii silo?0s0kl jump

83. molo?6lo? lu?alo?ii lu?6la? lilo?alo?1i lilo?610? saw

84. molo?6sa? su?oso?ii su?6sa? silo?0sa?1i silo?0sa? take bite of
85. molo?6ta? tu?ato?ii tu?6to? tilo?oto?ii tilo?6to? pound at
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